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Groncs R. 


HEREA S we were pleased. in A e 
- laſt, to ſend a Number of our Troops 
on an Expedition againſt France, with Orders q 
and Inſtructions to attempt, as far as ſhould be n_l 
found practicable, a Deſcent on the Feu al 

} Coaſt at or near Rochefort, in order to attach 
if practicable, and by a vigorous Impreſſions 1 
force that Place; and to burn and deſtroy, to. 
the utmoſt of their Power, all Docks, Maga» 
ines, Arſenals, and Shipping, that ſhould be 
found there; and to exert ſuch other Efforts, I 
as ſhould be judged moſt proper for annoying. 9 | 
the Enemy, as by our. ſeveral Inſtructions 8 
the Commander of our ſaid Forces does more 
fully appear: And whereas the Troops ſent for 
theſe Purpoſes are returned to Great Britain, uo 
Attempt having been made to land on the Coaſt 1 
of France; concerning the Cauſes of which Fai- 
lure we think it neceſſary that Enquiry ſnhould 
be made by the General Officers herein after 
named, in order that they may report thoſe 
Cauſes to us, for our better Information: Our 
Will and Pleaſure therefore 1s, and we do hereby 
nominate and appoint our right Truſty and 1 
right entirely beloved Couſin and Counſellof 1 
L Charles Duke of Marlborough Lieutenant Gene- 
* 1 1 our Truſty and well beloved George Sac 
Ew , ommonly called Lord George Sackville, and Jabal 9 | 
7d ales. e Generals of our Fo wan 
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to meet for the faid Examination. And the ſaid 
General Officers are hereby directed to cauſe 
you to ſummon ſuch Perſons (whether the Ge- 
nerals or other Officers employed in the Expe- 
dition, or others) as are neceſſary to give Infor- 


mation touching the ſaid Matters, or as ſhall te 


- deſired by thoſe, who were employed in the Ex. 
| pedition: And the ſaid General Officers are here- 


by farther directed to hear ſuch Perſons as ſhall 
offer to give them Information touching the 


ſame; and they are authorized, empowered, and 
* ſtrictly to examine into the Matters 
before mentioned, and to report a State there- 


of, as it ſhall appear to them, together with 
"their Opinion thereon. All which you. are to 


' tranſmit to our Secretary. at War, to be by him 


laid before us for our Conſideration. "And far 
ſo doing this ſhall be, as well to you; as to our 
aid General Officers and all others concerned. 


à ſufficient Warrant. Given at gur Court at 
= 7 enfington this Firſt Day of November 17 57» 4 in 
the Thirty Firſt Year, of ons Reign. mw 


"Mx his «MA Jeany' s Command. 
BARRINGT ON. 


re, our © Truſty. cud well . 
EE Themas Morgan. Eſq; Judge 
Advocate General of our 2585 e 
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examine and enquire touching the Matters 
aforeſaid. And you are to give Notice to the 
ſaid General Officers, when and where they are 


+ 


OF. THE 


PROCEEDINGS | 


or THE 


GENERAL OFFICERS, Se. 
3 As | ahnexed t to their *** PO R 1. 


T a TOY. of the General Officers "path : 
to inquire into the Cauſes of the Failure f 
the late Expedition to the Coaſt of Fraxce, at. 

the Judge Advocate General's Office in Privy Garden, 


+ 


on a EY: the 12th. of November, 17 57s. vig. Fe 


| Lieutenant General, His Grace the Duke & 8 
., Marlborough. 

Major General, Right Hotiourable Lord George . 
Saen, 3 
Major General, Honourable Joby Waldegrave. — 


The General Officers employed in the Expedition, 
viz. Sir John Mordaunt, Lieutenant General (who, 9 
had the ' principal Command) and Majors Genera! 
Conway and Cornwallis being called in, 1 all Perſons 
who were deſirous being admitted, his ine 
Warrant directing this Inquiry was publickly. read. | 
Read alſo the ſeveral. Papers tranſmitted to the i 
J udge Advocate from Mr. Secretary Pitt, and two 
Orders. tranſmitted from the Admiralty in conſe- 
= quence of an Application from the General Officers ij 
= 2ppointed to make this Inquiry, viz, .. 'YF 
8 1. Copy of a Letter, dated TZondn 1 mY July I 
27575 2 1 3 Lic kr CONN 2 4 


2 


to dir 1 Canis and tranſmitted to Mr. Secre- 
= tary Pitt, with regard to Rochefort. 
21. Minute, dated Arlington Street, Auguſt 1757, 
containing an Examination of a French Pilot. 
38. Memeire ſur la Force aftuelle de la France, et les 
Services auxquels elle eff employee dans Þ Annte 1737. 
= received uh 28, 1757, and communicated, at a 
Meeting at Lord Holderneſſes Houle, to the Generals 
8 appointed on an Expedition to the Coaſts of Fraxce. 
4. Copy of his Majeſty's ſecret, F to Str 
» Edward Hawke, dated Auguſt 5. 1787. 
S8. Copy of his Majeſty's ſecret InftruRiors JI Sir 
43 "Sohn Mordaunt, dated Auguſt g, 1757. 
| 6. Copy of a Letter es Mr. Secretary Pitt to 
Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguſt 5, 1757. 
7. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt” to 
| Mi; or General Conway, Major General Cornweltis, 
3 Vice Admiral Rnowles, 4 Rear Admiral Brearick, 
dated s „ 1757. 
8. Copy of a Letter from Br Rath Hawke to 
| Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Spzthbead, Auguſt 7, 1757. 
Y 9. Copy of a Letter from Major General Corn- 
walli to Mr. Secretary Filly: |. ance Newport, {fe of 
£ * Case 6, 1757. | 
YAY Copy of 4 Letter Go Vice Admiral Knowles 
to Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Perifmouth, Hug 6, 
1 1 9 Copy of 2 Letter from Rear Admiral Brodrick 
Z to Mr. Secretary Pitt, dared Portſmouth, Abu. 6, 
© 
| £4 Cot py. of an Order from the Lords of the Ad- 
8 to Si Edward Hawke, dated Auguſt 5, 1757. 
] Copy of an Order from the Lords of the Ad- 


 - mir ty ro Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguſt 6, 1757. 

14. Copy of a Letter from Sir ohn Mordaunt to 

3 Mrs Secretary Pitt, dated Ne of Wight, Auen 5 | 
17 23 Ten at Night. LI 
156. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secrerary Pau to 
5 Sir x Jt want _ 2 135 2 5 75 
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6; Copy * 


8 Copy of a Letter —— Sie Febn Ae to 
e Secretary Pitt, dated Head Quarters, Nene | 


. Auguſt 20, 1757: Inclofing, _ 


17. Copy of a Letter from Sir John Mordaunt to | 
Thamas Orby Hunter, and Gilbert Alti, Kiqrs. dated | | 


Auguſt 17, 757 ; 
118. Copy of a 3 from Mr. Secretary Pitt to | 


| 6 Sir Edward Hawke, dated Auguſt 23. 1757. 


19. Copy of a Letter. from Mr. Secretary Pitt to : 
Sir Jobn Mordaunt, dated Auguſt 23. 1787. Inolofings 
_ 20. Copy of a Letter from Nr. Clevland ro Sir 
Edward Hawke, dated Auguſt 19, 17 7 j 
21. Copy of a Letter from Mr, anten to 0 856 i 
Edward B dated Auguſt 20, 1757; 4 

22. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Clevland | to Mr. ; 


Cockburne, dated Auguft 21, 17573 | 
23. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cockbarne to Mr. | 


| Clerland, + dot Auguſt 23, 1757+, | 
"24. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward ie to; h 
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Porsſmouth, Auguf 2 5, 
1757. | 
. 4 25 Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pits tal 
Sir Edward Haute and Sir Jobn Mordaunt, dated. 
September 5, 1757, Four O Clock in the Afternoon; | 
286. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Haute d 
Mr. Secretary Fs dated Ranilies at Spithead,” | 
tember 6, 1757. 
27. Copy of a Letter from S. Jebn Mordaunt f 
Mr. Secretary Piti, dated Feriſmouub, ern 5 


Nine at Night. 
28. Copy of a Letter from Sir Shan Hawke t 8 


Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies at St. Helens, 


5 tember 8, 1787. 
29. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Harte 


Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies at Sea, Septembg 
10, 1777. 
30. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt | 
Sir Edward Hawke and Sir Joby Mordaunt, daf N 
3 15, 1767. by the Viper Seen 1 

| | $4. 


* # + 


L 

0 

42 ? 
U — 4 M 


LL 


The above Papers containing all the Orders and 


Instructions which appear to have been ſignified to 


the Commanders of the late Expedition, it 7285 pub- 


lickly aſked, Whether any Perſon had any Informa- 
tion to offer, tending to ſhew the Cauſes, why the ſaid 
Orders were not carried into execution, or why the 

Expedition has failed.? And any ſuch. Perſon, being 


Preſent, was deſired then to declare the ſame, in or- 


der to his withdrawing for the preſent, with Aſſu- 


France, that he ſhould, in convenient Time, be fully. 


N And no Perſon offering himſelf, 
Ordered, That all Perſons ſummoned as Witneſſes, 
ö a0 8 into a Room appointed for that Purpoſe, 


until called for, in "our to their being examined ſe» - 


£ parate] y. 


Then ot to read other of the Papers 


ed from Mr. Secretary Piti's Office, vix. 


31. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Hawke to | 


| Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies in Baſque Road, 
| — 30, 1757. Incloſing, | 


32. Copy of a Report made to Sir Edward Hadi. | 


Jon board the Ramihes, September 24, 17 57s by Rear 
Admiral Brodrick and other c 


| Neptune, September 23, 1757 ; the ſame as t is Ar | 
nal delivered by Sir Jobn Mordaunt, ſoon aft his Ar 
rival, to Mr. Secretary Pil; 

34. Copy of a Council of War held on ad the 
ERamilies, September 28, 1757 ; the ſame as the Origi- 
nal delivered by Sir John Mean): Toon after his Ar- 
Pival, to Mr. Secretary Pitt; 


Morning, One in the Morning; 
36. Copy of a Letter from Sir Fobn es har to 


PE, September 29, 1757. 
37. Copy of a Letter from Sir John Auer daun to 


. Secretary Piti, dated OY Rade ds We 
| _— * 75 5 7. N 
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33. Copy of a Council of War held « on board 0 09 


13 e er Aa dal Nad. 
e Sit Edward Howke, dated Achilles, Tueſiay | 


e, dated | Romiliel, T bur ſdey” Even. ; 


. | vg 7 ; 
* 3 | 8 fo 4 * 2 * — Mel a. - 5 \ , * _ 
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9 1775 
38. A Paper e to be Mioutes of a Coun- 


eil of War alſembled on board his Majeſty' 8 Ship Ra- i | | 


milies in Baſque Road, the 28th of September, 1757. 
and appearing by the Indorſement to have been de- 
livered by Sir Jabn Mordaunt, ſoon after his Aro 
to Mr. Secretary P:tt, being about to be read, 2 
Sir Jobn Merdaunt ſaid, That he did not ELM to 
object to the reading of the ſaid Paper, but begged | 
leave to obſerve, that the Minutes now produced, | 
were taken down without the Knowledge of the Per- 
ſons, who comp poſed the ſaid Council of War, and never 
ſeen. by the Gentlemen, whoſe Names are thereunder 


written; and that the firſt Knowledge he (Sir Jobn 


Mordaunt) had of them, was from a Copy delivered 
to him by Sir Edward Hawke's Secretary, Mr. Hay, 2 
after his Arrival at Portſmouth, That upon ſeeing 
them, he attempted to prevent Sir Edward Hawke' s 
ſending them up to London; but his Ae ren was 
too late. Sir John Mordaunt added, That ſome little 
Time after his Arrival in Londen, underſtanding that 
he ought, as Commander i in Chief of the Land Forces, 
to deliver Copies of. the Councils of War, and any - - 
other material Papers,, to Mr. Pitt, his Majeſty's Se- 
cretary of State, in like Manner as Sir Edward Hawke 
had done, as Commander of the F leet, he did fo, and 
delivered the ſaid Copy of Minutez received ene 
Sir Edward Harulè's Secretary among the reſt. 

Sir Jabn Mordaunt being aſke?!, Whether a: the 


Time of his delivering a Copy of theſe Minutes to 


Mr. Pit, he obſerved. to kim, that. they were Af 
authentic? 

Anſwered, He d not eat” 179 be — g 5 

Theiß the faid Minutes were read,” in Preſence of 
the ſeveral Perſons hereatter-mentioned, Members of 
the ſaid Council of War, WO were leverally called 
upon for their Information, Whether the ſaid Mi- 
nutes are authentick, and taken down with their Pri- 
en . 

1. Vice Admiral Charles 8 5 . | 


| theſe Minutes intirely, ſaying that he never law them, - 


+ 10 
until they were ſhewn to him aſter his Arrival ; in 
"London. 
2. Rear Admiral Thomas Brodrick, who ſaid, that 
he did obſerve Minutes taken, and ee et he ob- 
Jetted to it, but never ſaw theſe Minutes; and men- 
tion being therein made of Sir John Mordaunt's re. 
tiring with him (Rear Admiral Brodrick) and others, 
| obſerves that he remembers Sir Edward Hawke, Vice 
Admiral Knowles, and himſelf retiring, but does not 
recollect Sir John Mordaunt's going out with them. 
e further ſays, that he, at the Deſire of Sir 
E * Mordaunt, went off to Admiral Sir Edward 
Hawke at Spithead, in Hopes of preventing theſe 
Minutes being ſent up to London, but th.t unluckily 
they were ſent away before he reached the Admiral. 
: Major General Conway, who ſays, that to the 


© belt of his Memory, theſe Minutes were never com- 


municated to him, and knows it was agreed W not 
to have any Minutes taken. 
44. Major General Edward Cornwallis, "who ſays 
he never ſaw the Minutes i in queſtion, until ſhewn to 
him at Portſmouth to his very great Surprize._ 
5. Colonel George Howard,, who ſays, he never 
Naw theſe Minutes till Sir Jobn Mordaiunt Themed them 
ro him after their Arrival at Port/mouth, i 
Vice Admiral Knowles being, at his own Delire 


Again called in, deſired to ſupply an Omiſſion in his 


Me. Sccretary Piu's Office, 2 


. Evidence, viz, Th-t 15 recollects there was 
a politive Determination, that no Minutes ſhould be 
nf x en, but that the Informations only of the Perſons 
examined, ſhould be noted down. _ 
Major General Conway obferved, That, as be un- 
_ "derflood it, not even what the Witnelles ſaid was in- 
_ tended to be made public k, or to ſtand Part of the 
_ Minutes of the Council ot War, fo as: to 8 7815 
| mitted to any Perſon. 
Vice Admiral Knowles CbaRfüned 1 Kae 3 
ing, that he never heard their Examination read. 
Read the Remainder of the 2 received from 


7 n 


1 "og > OE. France.” 


1 * 1 4 

39. Cop YA a Letter from Sir uhm Meordannt to 
Mf. ry Pitt, dated Ramilies, October 34, 1797. 
40. Copy of a Letter from Sir John Mordaunt to 
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Portſmouth, October” 6, 9 


1757. 9 
41 Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pirt to, 


Sir Edwerd Hatote, dated October 77 1737. 
42. Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt to 


Sir Jobn Mordaunt, dated October 7, 1757. 


43. Copy of a Letter from Sir Edward Hawke'to 
Mr. Secretary Pitt, dated Ramilies at Spithead, O 
ber 8, 1757. One P. M. 

44. Copy of a Letter from Sir Jobn Mordaint to 
Mr. ry Pitt, dated Portſmouth, October 8, 1757. 

The ſeveral Papers tranſmitted to the Judg e-Ad- 
vocate, and by him laid before the Board, 440 read, 


and no Perſon offering to give them an Information 


touching the Cauſes of tl Failure f-che Exp 


CC ͤ SC Ln4S3 x 77 9 
tion, 


Sir John Abra, as OT Ag ti Chief ot 9.5 | 


Land Forces employed therein, was aſked, What have 


been the Reaſons, if he has no Objeion to laying 
them before the Board, which have prevented his 


Majeſty's Inſtructions and Orders from Helene carried 


into Execution? 
| Who replied, that to prevent Trouble, and that the I 
Matter may be the better underſtood, as his ſpeaking | 


is attended with Difficulty, he had commiteed' the, 
_ whoſe to writing, from Beginning to End, and de- 
livered to the Board a Paper, as containing the ſame, 


which was, at his Deſire, read in Words f-lowing, : 
In order to give a all the Satisfaction in my Power 
* have reduced into Writing the fulleſt e of 


the whole Matter I am able to give. 


When I firſt received bis Majeſty's Commands F 4 
e in regard to this Expedition, ets told, that the 
* Object of it was to make a N on the Coaſt 4 


* Thas F 


1 4 
. 5 
- 


5 | 15 12 I : 
© That as far as reſpected Rechefart i in. particulars 
it was on the. footing of a Coup. de Main, or Sur- 
51 prize, and that conſequently, if the Deſign was 
* diſcovered, or the Alarm taken, it would be next 
to impoſſible to execute it, 

l alſo underſtood, that unleſs a proper Place for 
* the Landing, and ſafe Retreat of the Troops was 
&« diſcovered, particularly where the Ships could pro- 
d rect them, and a ſafe Communication with the 
Fleet, and Conveyance of PRES from it Was 
=” <"fcured, the Attempt could not be made. 
es Tn, Confirmation of which 1 be leave to take 
Notice of two Paragraphs in a 3 given. me 
I upon this Occalion by Sir John Ligonier, Com- 
% mander in Chief of his Majeſty's: Land „ 
” <, whoſe long Experience, and great Abilities in the 

« Art of War, will ſurcly vindicate any Officer who 
8 guided by ſo good an Authority; containing 


his Obſervations on the intended Expedition ;. 


which Papers as 1 member, a read before * + oj 
5 « Council. 3 
$ 5 % The. Paragraphs T mean, are as follows:“ : ka 
© + If an Attempt. is to be made on 8 it 
= will be the Part of the Admiral, to know. the Coaſts; 
to bring the Troops to the neareſt Place; to co- 
ver their Landing by the Diſpoſition: of his Ships 
= and to. deſtroy any Barbet Batteries which the . 
Xt my may have on the Shore; ſtill remembring, that 
| * if the Troops. are landed at too great a Diſtance 
from the Place, the Deſign. will FO bath 
1 and probably ienpracticabl. LTD“ 
„The ſecond Paragraph,” 
A ſafe and well ſecured 1 between 
| ; "op Camp and the Sea, from whence. you are to re- 
© ceive your Supplies cf all Kinds, is abſolutely ne- 
1 cell); the whole depends upon it; but this being 
dope, 1 ſhould not be much in Pain for the Safety 
Jof the Troops; an inferior Number dares not ap- 


en you, and one ſuperior will not be eaſily aſ- 
& 2 
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+ ſembled — your knowing it; and, at all 
Events, you have ſecured a Retreat to the Shi 

5 T alfo thought it clear from the State of Rathe- 
fort, as deſcribed by Colonel Clerk, and afterwards I 
by the French Pilot, that though it ſhould have re- 


«© mained in the ſame Condition as when they ſaw it, 
„which was not later than three Years paſt, yet a 
<« few Daus Preparation would make it ſufficiently 

_ * defenſible againſt a Coup de Main: For which Rea- 
* ſon, judging the Dependance on ſuch an Operation 
alone improper, in an Expedition of this Sort, 
„I applied to his Majeſty's Miniſters in Council, 
for two more Old Battalions, and Artillery for a 

regular Attack, to force the Place, which, I 
<« thought, from its Conſtruttion, as difficult to be 

made defenſible againſt a regular Attack, as it was 

eaſy to ſecure it againſt an Aſſault. And although 

„it was not thought fitting to comply with this 
* Requeſt, yet his Majeſty having ordered me to 

* take the Command of the Expedition, upon the 
** Footing it was planned, I thought it my Duty to 

„ obey; underſtanding, that my Inſtructions gave 
« me Latitude to act according to the beſt of my 
C Judgment, regarding the Circumſtances: of the 
Time, the Condition of the Place, and the Nature 

Jof the Service; and where any Difficulty aroſe, or 
«+ the Importance of the Subject required it, a Power A 

* to call a Council of War. ; 
«« Poſitive and credible intelligence receive 


well before the Embarkation, as during the Voyage = 


traced the Alarm, and the Preparations along the 
* French Coaſts, from Breſt and St. Maloes quite 
down to Rochefort. 
A Letter from a French Officer ſuperintending 
* the; Batteries near Bret, ro the Captain of the 
= Emerald, taken and brought into the Fleet by Cap- 
e tain Gilebriſt, deſcribes the Preparations - which 
had for ſome Time been making there; and that 
Tr.ops were not wanting on the Coaſt, there be- 
$6, gs at that J ime near ſeven ae e en Tr 4 
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| |. us on one Side the Breſt Water, and more on the 
other Side, beſides the Militia. 


A Letter from Captain Clevland e that 


1 on Wedneſduy the 15th of Auguſt, he ſpoke with a 


Duteb Convoy from Rochelle, and that a firſt Lieu- 


„ renant came on board him, and told him, that the 
1 French erpected the n at 2 but were 


not alarmed, 

It was afterwards cab to us on the Vorage 

« by the Maſter of a Dutch Ship from Vannes in 
% France, to Dort, ſpoke with by Captain Proty 
«© of his Majeſty's Ship Medway, on the + 1th Se 
« fember; that the French expt cted to be attacked at 
* Rochelle or St. Martins, by the Engliſh. Alſo that 
% an Embargo was laid on all Shipping in France. 

After all the ſeveral Indications and Intelligences 


e mentioned, it was impoſſible to doubt, that there 


« was a general Alarm ſpread. and ſtill more fo 
+ to imagine, that a Place like Rochefort. the ſe- 


4 cond:certainly in Importance on the whole Coaſt, 


4 ſhould, after ſuch Warning, be totally neglected. 
The Voyage being tedious, we did not nike 
*.the French Coaſt rill the yg Were about 


7 Noon 


l Ates the and dhe into the oad. and 
«+ that Day made ourſelves Maſters of the Ifle of 


Aix. The ſame Day Admiral Brodrick, with four 


4 Captains, was ſent to ſound the Coaſt, and find 


4 off out a proper Landing place. The favie- Night al- 
=o fothe Admiral declared, that the Fort of Fourcs 
© 4, ſhould he battered ; and in Conſequence of that, 
ordered the Pilot of the Magnanime to be ſent for, 


jn order to be examined upon that Head, who next 
% Morning declared, a Ship might be n up at 


aa proper Piſtance to ſilence that Fort. 


The next Morning, being the 24th, . Plan for 


2 po landing the Troops as near the Fort of Fours as 


poſſible. while one or more Ships battered it on the 


1 | 46) Water-fide, ani propoſing alſo a Feint to be made * 
= Ke dan! ithe Side of ern and: the: Ro bi, Was 


Ah. given 1 


„ 


% . V Wy WI 


Pip 7: > 


obs 


« given in by the Generals; but the Admiral not 


« appioving of the Feiat to be made, and declaring, 


« that Fouras could not be battered from the Sea, 


« without hazard of loſing the Ship, the Admiral 


« and I A who returned, and made the Report 


on the landing about One o'Clock alſo declaring; 


That between the Fort of Fouras and Rochelle they 


« had found only two Landing- places, which were 
both near the Point of Chatelaillon- on the open 


« Bay, and where the. Water was ſo ſhoal, that no 


Ships could lye up to cover the Landing, or ſe- 


cure the Retreat of the Troops: Upon theſe Con- 


« ſjderations, as well as upon other Intelligence I had 


« received in relation to the Place itſelf, I did, ac- 


« cording to the Latitude I underſtood to be in his 
« Myeſty's Inftruttions, and agreeably to the Powers 
therein given me, think it my Duty, in ſo. import- 


ant and critical a Caſe, to deſire a General Council 
« of War, to take into Conſideration what was pro- 
«© per to be done in Execution of his Majeſty's Secret 


* Inſtructions. That Council, compoſed equally of 
Land and Sea Officers, having conſidered the 
Nature of the Landing on the one Hand, and 
« of the Attack to be made on Rochefort on the 


* other, the Officers were unanimouſly of opinion, 
That an Attempt upon Rochefort was neither ad- 


i viſeable nor practicable. I concurred in that Opi- 
nion, and thought that neither my Duty, nor Re- 


* gard for, his Majeſty's Service, permitted me to 


* depart from it. | 


« And that our Reaſous for ſo doing may more 
fully appear to this Court, I will ſtate, as clearly* - 8 


* as I can, the Grounds upon which we procee det. 
« Firſt, In Confirmation of what has been already® 8 


mentioned in regard to the Landing, the Opinion 
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*« of ſo many Sea Officers of the greateſt Judgment 
and Experience ſeemed abſolutely concluſive. To 


this was added the Declaration of the moſt knowing 
veſterly Winds, which ſet in from the Bay of Biſ- 


(a), 


and able Pildt in the Fleet, who ſaid, that witk 5 
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1 


* 1 


* Ms Tay, ke has Khon ſuch a Sca in i that Road, thaf 
he” hnnſclf was kept many Weeks on Board his 


N 


Ship; without being able once to go on Shore. 


2 „And as in the Opinion of all, or molt of the Sea 


9 Officers, both weſterly Winds and blowing Wea. 


ther were daily expected at this Seaſon of the 


« Year, it muſt appear, that the Riſque of ſending 
t the Troops aſhore, under the Circumſtances de- 


e ſcribed, could by no Means be juſtified, though 
ee there had been a better Proſpect of Succeſs than 


* there was, in regard to the Attempt on Roche. 


* fert; as in all Caſes of a Deſcent, particularly of 


n Deſcent upon the Continent of France, a ſecure 
Retreat for the Troops, and a conſtant Communi. 
cation with the Ships, from whence alone the 


4 Troops are to draw their Proviſion and Ammuni- 


<; tion, muſt be attended to by thoſe to whom his 


Majeſty truſts the Command of his Troops, as ab- 
4 ſol ely neceſſary, and that upon winch the Sere 


vice wholly depends. 

In regard to the forcing of Rothefort, the mY 
* Let Part of the Place, according to the firſt Intel- 
ligence of it, was at an Opening on the weſt Side 
of the Rampart, faid by Thierr: the Pilot, to be 
about ſixty Yards in Length; but wo this laid by 
</the River, where the Ground was in general low, 
„ marſhy, and cut with Di:ches, into which the Tide 
„ flowed, and alſo by Thierri the Pilot's Evidence, 


: „ was eee with a Palliſſade, it is plain, a few Days, 


« nay, a few Hours Work muſt make it defenſible 
<4+againft' a Coup de Main; as it is known, a good 
% Intrenchment may be thrown up, in ſoft yielding 


„ Ground like that, in twelve Hours "Time, and by 
e lying on the Water Level, the Ships in the River 

4. ,ould intirely command it, as the Pilot declared, 
they did command all the Ground by the Water. 


6; edge; and that, in the preſent Caſe, within ets; 


than half Muſket-ſhot, which was a better Defence 


4 Chas he feet of any Baſtions. 7 
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wh As to the reſt of the Circumfererice; the Ryan „ 
<. part. was generally proved to | be. ſtrong and high, 6 

< with a Diteh, which two Witneſſes declared poi 


n tively, they themſelves had ſeen full of Water | 


40 quite round, by means of Sluices in the Tower 
% and, though, the chief Engineer did not think the © 


6 Ditch capable of being flowed, yet if it was fo, he A 


* thought it not Prastieable to cake the Place by 
« Eſcalade. — 7 7 A 
Many of the Prifoncts FA ee” 8 1 Num- ; f 
6c bers of Troops upon the Shore, both "Regulars 
and Militia, and! even men Particular ness 2 
te ments. 

„What ſeemed certain on the hots was; that tho? 
« .even after all the Alarm there was on the Coaſt, 
e it, was poſſible there might not be an Army aflem- 
4 bledto engage us in the Field; yet it ſeemed highly © 
e improbable, that there ſhould not be a ſufficient 
Force to make a good Garriſon in the Place. 
There were alſo great Numbers of Workmen be- 
15 longing to the Docks; and the Crews of the Ships 
* then in the River, if eompleat, mounted to neat | b 
bt 3000 Men. 4 

It muſt alſo. be. eonfidered,- chat though no 


Alarm ſhould have. been taken before we came 


& within Sight of Oleron, which was on the 20th, 

it was from that to the 24th, when the Report of 
the Sea Officers was made, five Days incluſive'; 
+. we. muſt have been two Days more in Landing the 
& Army and Stores; and had then, as we are in- 
+ formed, a March of eight or nine Miles to the 
i Place, which muſt be made on the eighth Da7 
e from the Time we were ſeen on the Coaſt. There 
could be therefore no hopes of a Surprize; and as 
. there was then a Mareſchal of France in or near 


| + the, Place; it is impoſſible, but ſuch Precautions 
',* muſt have been taken, as no Officer of any Capa- 
"= 1 city, or Experience, in the French Army, could 
t have neglected. Add to this, that, it was now full 
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Day: So chat to think of ſurprizing, or aſſaulting 
a Place, under all theſe Circumſtances, it is pre- 
ſumed, muſt appear contrary to the Nature of 


that Operation, and to all the Maxims laid down 


by every military Writer of Diſtinction; ſuch 


Attacks being, it is apprehended, only to be made 


where you can run upon a Place in a Night's March, 


and where you are by previous Intelligence, ac- 


quainted with the Numbers and Nature of its 


Garriſon and Guards, the Negle& of its Rounds 
and Defence, the exact Height of its Ramparts, 


and the- State of its Ditch, * Gates, 
&c. \ 


This | den is a fair Repreſentation of the 


Proſpect I had in that Undertaking ; which, in the | 
Opinion of the whole Council of War, could not 
juſtify the expoſing His Majeſty's Troops, by 
landing them without any Security for their 
Supplies, or for their Retreat. 


The great Object of the Expedition having 


thus been found impracticable; that we might 


not remain inactive, while the Engineers were 


demoliſhing the Fortifications of the Ifle of Aix, 
we did our utmoſt Endeavours to diſcover, how 


we might annoy the Enemy by any other Means. 
The next Day after the Council of War, being 


the 26th, was ſpent in examining Witneſſes, and 
gathering Information, that we might judge if it 
would be adviſeable to make a Deſcent on the Iſle. 
of Oleron, and to ſee if we could find out a land- 
ing Place, from whence any Service could be done. 
Evidence was examined concerning the Situation 
of Fouras, The next Morning we went to re- 
connoitre it from the Iſle of Aix; there was ſome _ 
Difference of Opinion in regard to an Attempt 


upon it, but we came to no final Reſolution *rill 
the Afternoon, when a Propoſal was made to 
land at Chatelaillon, and make a ſudden Attack 


upon Fouras, and the other Forts leading to, and 


I upon the Mouth of the River Cbarante, with the 
. 1 28 b | 15 4 | — : F $7 { La nd 
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by a ſecond Embarkation. 


able to get on Shore at all. 


. this Time the French Fleets from Martinico and 1 


[19] 

Land Forces. A Council of War was offerte 
to meet in the Morning; and that Council was 
unanimous for attempting it that very Night. 

«© The neceſſary Orders were immediately given; 


and about One o'Clock, the Grenadiers and great 


Part of the Troops, who were to land with me 
in the firſt Embarkation; were on Board; when a 
ſtrong Wind blowing from the Shore, the Officers 
of the Navy appointed to conduct the Landing, 
repreſented, that it was with Difficulty the Long- 


boats could make Way; that it would be Day 
before the firſt Embarkation could 
And that it would be five or fix Hours more, be- 


get to Shore: 


fore the Troops, firſt landed could be ſupported 
Add to this, that the 
Boats belonging to the Tranſports would ſcarce be 
For theſe Reaſons, 
the Generals found the Forces could not be 
landed that Night. 

The next Morning Sir Edward Hare acquainted 
Major General Conway and me, that if the Gene- 
ral Officers had no farther milicary Operations to 
propoſe, conſiderable enou 2h to authorize his de- 


taining the Squadron under his Command longer 
there, he intended to proceed with it for England 


without loſs of Time. T made anſwer, that I 
would ſummon the General Officers to conſider 
of an Anſwer; and 1 defired him to ſignify his 
Intentions in Writing ; which he did in a Letter 
to me; Hereupon I ſummoned all thoſe Land 
Officers, who had been Members of the Councils 
of War. We then took Sir Edward Hawke's Let- 
ter into Conſideration and the ſmall Importance 
of the Enterprize againft the Forts did not appear 


to us a ſufficient Motive to Juſtify us in detaining 


His Majeſty's Fleet. We underſtood the Fleet 
was to be employed in more conſiderable Services; 
after this Expedition was over; and we had 
learned from the Officers of the Navy, that near 
FX 


Loui Zeut 


hay. 


. | * Lowſvourg — Theſe Conſiderations, to- 


e gether with the Limitation of the Time * our 


i return to England, induced us to conſent to Sir 


« Edward Hawke's Propoſal.“ 


Mat r= Lag arent next 0. 14th Infant, 4. 


5 Clock. 


: * At a Meeting of the os "oct Pu lr ap- 
«© pointed to enquire into the Cauſes of the Failure 


& of the late Expedition, &c. ( 1 to Adjourn- 


* ment) on Monday the 14th of November, 1757. 


Read a ſecond Time Sir John Mordaunt's Narra- 


tive, when he was deſired to lay before the Board the 


whole of the Paper he had from Sir John Ligonier, 
from which he has quoted two Paragraphs; ang he 


ſame was read as follows, 8 

There is a Chante in the beſt concerted mir 
Enterprizes, which every Man of long Service 
** mult have experienced; what Share then muſt be 
left to Fortune in an Expedition, where neither 


the Country, nor the Number of Troops you are 


to act againſt, is known with any Preciſion. 
The Capacity of the Generals may ſupply this 
 .* Want of Intelligence; but to give them any poſi- 


tive Plan, or Rule of Action, under ſuch Circum- 


. ſtances, I apprehend would be abſurd, 
Hf I am rightly informed, the great Paint His 
„ Majeſty has in View by this Expedition, and the 


e alarming the Coaſts of France, is the Hopes of 
making a powerful Diverſion in Favour of H. 


, R. H. the Duke, as weli as the King of 


* Pruſſia, who deſires and preſſes ory this very 


3 _& Meaſure. | 
In the Execution of this overal Plan, a a Project | 
of giving a mortal Blow to the nayal Power of 


France, is in his Majeſty's Thoughts, by attack- 
ing and deſtroying, if poſſible, the Dock, Ship, 
„ ping, and naval Stores at Rochefort. A Plan of 
1 5 that er, n by one * his een s Engi- 
1 4 Be neck, 
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neers, who was Gare in 1754, ſeems to encourage. 
the Attempt; and it muſt be owned, that without 
ſuch Authority, it could hardly be believed that a 
Place of that great Importance could be left in ſo 
defenceleſs a Condition. 

« In all doubtful dangerous military Attempts, 


the Advantages that may accrue from Succeſs, 
ought to be weighed againſt the Damage and Mi 
fortunes, that may be the Conſequences of a Re- 
pulſe; and that well conſidered, may in Prudence 


determine the Choice. 


If an Attempt is to be made upon Rochefort, it 
* will be the Part of the Admiral to know the Coaſts, 
to bring the Troops to the neareſt Place, to cover 
their Landing by the Diſpoſition of his Ships, 
„ and to deſtroy any Barbet Batteries, which the 
Enemy may have upon the Shore, ſtil] remem- 
* bring, that if the Troops are landed at too great a 


Diſtance from the Place, the Defign will become 
dangerous, and probably e 


| « Suppoſing the Troops landed, it muſt be left ta 
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the Conſideration of the Generals, whether they 


ſhould not march with the proper Precautions di- 
rectly to Rochefort, to prevent any Succours being 


thrown into the Place; at the fame Time that the 


Marines ſhould be employed in making a good In- 
trenchment for the Security of the Stores to be 
landed from Time to Time, as well as of a Retreat 
in Caſe of Neceſlity. 


« We are told, the Country in the Neighbour- 


hood is low and marſhy; that Cireumſtance might 


be of great Advantage in this Undertaking, be- 


cauſe in that Caſe, Troops cannot march by Over- 
tures dans la Campagne, but muſt follow the Dikes 


CC. 


or Cawſeys, which may be eaſily defended by. | 
8 or Redoubts. 


A ſafe and well ſecured Communication between I 


766; « the Camp and the Sea, from whence you are to 


| « 


receive your Supplies of all Kinds, is abſolute 
neceſfary ; the whole depends Loy it. 


vill not be.cafily aſſembled, without your knowing 


+ Fe 


TY 


«6 - Bat this being Thee, I auld. not be much it in 
Pain for the Bey of the Troops; an inferior 


* Number dares not approach you, and one ſuperior 


2 


t 


wy 


cx 
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of it; and at all Events you. 10 e * 
to the Ships: 8 

I would adviſe to > procure. 8 upon Fi, Gao 
and paying them greatly, when faithful; there are 
Numbers 'of Proteſtants in that Province, that 


wiſh you well, and would be glad to go on board 


with you. 


As for a Caup de Main. it t may FH ny nd 


6% 


beſt at your coming up, as the Enemy may be in 
great Hurry, Surprize, and Conſternation, at 
ſuch an unexpected Viſit, and not have had Time 
to make his Diſpoſitions. . But if that is not 


thought proper, it may ſucceed, as well after. the 


Place has been thoroughly reconnoitred, and you 
have fixt the Spots where you deſign to direct your 
greateſt Efforts; and if the Enemy ſee any Prepa- 
rations for a regular Attack, Fagy' will leſs ipipect 


a Coup de Main. 

Hergen op: 2001 was raken) by. — Coup de Main, 
"after a long Siege. 

. Philip's Was taken by. 77 Latldbe. 8 * 
Coup de Mein, though the Damen was. 3000 
ſtrong, after. a. Siege of 36 Days. 


The Neceſſity of dividing a (mall Garriſon,/ig in a 
fy 


Place of ſuch Circumference as Rechefort, my * 
cilitate the Succeſs of a bold Attempt.” 
Upon reading that Part of Sir Jobn Mordaunt's 


Narrative, which relates to the Night of the 28th of 


September, in which Night it was propoſgd to have 
landed, where one Reason aſſigned, why the Troops 
= Were not accordingly landed, is © that it would be Day 


* 6e 


before the firſt Embarkation could get on Shore,” 


a Kind of Contradiction was obſerved between that 
and Rear- Admiral Brodrick's Letter to Sir Edeard 


wer” on that Subject, who writes, that the Ge- 
ſerals 2 are come to 2 N not to Jan} To=- 


8 * 
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night, but to wait till Day- light, when they can 
61 haye a full View of the Ground where they are to 
2 land. bv And (Rear- Admiral Brodrick was there- 
upon deſired. to inform the Board, whether that was 


85 the Fact he meant to write, or whether he had, 


through Hurry, expreſied himſelf otherwiſe than he 
intended, £ yarns $4 | 
Who faid, that what was. contained. in the Leben | 
: be muſt abide by; that he gave it to Sir Jobn Mor- 
daunt to read before he ſent it, to ſee if what he had 
wrote was agreeable to his Intention; at the ſame 
Time deſiring Sir Jobn would explain the Reaſons 
fully, as the Blame would lye upon him, Rear- Ad- 
miral. Brodrict; and that Sir John returned him the 
Letter, without making any Objection thereto; and 
anſwered him, that the Blame would not lye upon 
him, but that they (the General Officers of the 
Land Forces) would be anſwerable. | 


Rear-Admiral Bredrick added, that he , | f 


Major General Conway likewiſe read the Letter. 
Major General Conway ſaid, that he did not read 
the Letter; and particularly remembers, that from 
the Letter being fo ſhort, he adviſed Sir Jabn Mor- 
daunt, that it ſhould in his Opinion have been much 
fuller, ſetting forth the Reaſons are, of not 
landing the Forces that Night. 

Sir John Mordaunt admitted, that the Letter was 
ſhewn to him; but in the Hurry he did not ſuff- 
ciently attend to the Contents; and at the ſame Time 
did Rear - Admiral Brodrick the Juſtice to ſay, all was 
ready on his Part, and that he ſhewed the greateſt | 
Readineſs to aſſiſt and co-operate for the Good of the 
Service; but that he was certainly miſtaken in the 
Reaſon aſſigned for the not landing; and in order no- 
to convince the Rear-Admiral thereof, deſired him 
to recollect, whether all the Arguments uſed did nor 
turn upon its being neceſſary, or at leaſt adviſabſe, 
to land before Day- light; which was TI LIN 
pO ible, as the Wind then was. 


B 


K ” 1 
eu Admiral Brodrick reply'd, that the leg 
would have been attended with great Difficulty, but 
is pretty well aſſured, they would have been on 
Shore before Day-light, or near the Time of Day; 
but that both Wind and Tide would have been againſt 


them for the ſecond Embarkation, which would have 


| 


occaſioned at leaſt ſix Hours Diſtance between the firſt 

and ſecond Landing; he is nevertheleſs ſatisfied there 

is no Miſtake in his Letter, and muſt beg Leave to 
repeat the Words Sir John himſelf made uſe of, 


L * that they muſt ſee the Ground they were to land 
Kaen. 


Major General 3 in Adder to cxditha this, 
reed. that Rear-Admiral Brodrick muſt, as he 
imagines, have miſtaken the Senſe, in which thoſe 
Words were uſed, as what he conceives to have been 
meant by them is, Sir Jobn Mordaunt's Intention of 
having the Ground viewed in the Morning, in order 
to embark the Night following. 

The following Queſtions were then propoſed by his 
Grace the Duke of Marlborough to Sir Jobn Mor- 
daunt, deſiring he would uſe his Diſcretion in anſwer- 
ing them, and received the ſeveral Anſwers ſubſcribed 
to each Queſtion, viz. - 1 

2. Was the Atiack of the Fort on che Ile of Ain 
with a view to facilitate the Landing on the Conti- 
"nent? 

H. When ke firſt atended: the Couticil in Tone 
be underſtood it was; and is of Opinion, the Fort 
alone was of no Conſequence, had it not been with 
that View. a 

2. Was that Attack neecfary' to > engage the Ar 
tention of the whole Fleet and Army? 

A. In his Opinion it was, becauſe he whecrfiond | 
| the taking that Fort, and Fort Fouras, was to be 
done by the Shipping, and then _—y in have 
gone on to Nochefort. 

. Did he ſee any Number of Forces or Batteries 
on the n * as to . the Afſiftance * bw 4 
11 75 
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rips een to cover the — on the Conti 1 
nent! af 
A. There were Forces and Cannon, 150 the Nan 5 
ber he can't anſwer for, and they were at a Diſtance 
from the Shore at the Time the Ille of Aix was taken, _ 
and did not know, where there was a Place to land. 
The Captain of the Viper Sloop ſaid, the Sand Hills 
where they were to land would have concealed any 
Number of Forces, and it was not natural to ex 
the Troops would ſhew themſelves, till they knew; 
where the Landing was intended. 
2. Did he ſend the Quartermaſter G or any 


Land Officers, with Rear Admiral Brodrick, to recon- . 


noitre the Landing Places? 

A. He thought that a Matter relating to the Sea, 
and he did no:: And beſides, they could only make the 
Soundings in the Night, and conſequently his ſending 
a Land Officer with them could have been of no Uſe. 
9, When the Admiral returned with his Report, 

if a Council of War was thought neceſſary, why was 
it delayed till next Day? 

A. It was propoſed by Major General Compay to 
go that Afternoon to the Iſle of Aix to reconnoitre 
from thence, whether they could find out any Place 
near or toward Fouras, and alſo to examine the Priſon- 


ers; and the Men of War laid at ſuch a Diſtance - 
from each other at that Time, that the Members f 


the Council could not, without ſome  Dilficuſrys * 
convened. 

VS Did he go that Afternoon to the Ie of Ai 4 

IK. 

2 Does he think, that a Detachment of four or "I 
hundred Men could have taken Fort Fouras by Land, I 
whilſt the reſt were marching to Rochefort? ? 
| A. He knew nothing, at that Time, of the Strength | 

of Fort Fouras on the'Land-fide. + 

9. Had he been in Poſſeſſion of Fort Nas could 1 
they not have ſecured a Retreat by that very narrow 

egg. of Land, which runs out into the Sea, againſt 


a much 


26 

a much. greater, Number of Forces, that might have” 
op poſed them ? 
* For an Avſwer. to this Queſtion, he begs "ny 
to refer [to Major-General, Conway, who laid chat 
Way, with Vice Admiral Knowles's Diviſion. - 
Major General Conway's Anſwer is, That the Part 
referred to, is not properly a Neck of Lahe but a 
Sand, which is covered at High Water. 

'9. (To Sir. Fobu. Mordaunt.) Does he not think 
he.could. have ſecured a Retreat (independent of that 
ſuppoſed Neck of Land), il in Poſſeſſion of Fort Faun. 
as? | 0 
3 . it would have been of great Uſe for 

ſecuring a Retreat. 
. 2 Were not the Accounts of Racker (contradic- 
tory: 
wy It is | difficult” to 1 all that might be 7 
. on the Subject; the Council of Nor. ſhews there as 
a Contradiction. "UH 

2. Did the Evidence of. the Rs eee . 
at the Ille of Aix contradict, or confirm the Report of 
Lieut. Colonel Clerk 2... ... 12 
A.. Some contradicted, and 2 — 1 FI hot 
be gave little or no Weight, 500 what | he, Hen 
Pfriſoners ſaid. TT | 
„Did the —. — 2 that py” hers! was a Met 
| Ditch round the Town, affirm, that that Ditch re- 
mained wet at Low Water? 
A. He refers to the Council of War, e oo 
from the Sluices at both Ends, it is natural to ſuppoſe 
it muſt be =. 
Q: Does he think it poſſible to judge of pe Ne 
_ ticability of taking a Place by Afault without recon- 

noitring, ſince the Evidence was contradictory * ?. 
A. His Narrative, as he conceives,. explains that 
5 Very fully; and he begs; leave. .to,. remark; that two 
Witneſſes ſave. the Place wet, and the other only 
|  fays,. that when he ſaw the Dirch, i it dd not e 
BD 0 l ee of. POR Os 2 D 0 | 
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9. Did. 1 communicate his. ane Wan | 
Council of War? . 
A. He laid them upon the Table. 
What was done on the 26th and ah of hy | 
tember? 
A.- He ali to the 8 E | 
9. What Reaſons induced him to cube to 


1 * * #4 
- * | 


landing on the 28th, ſince it appeared ſo difficult 
on the -p5th7 


A. The Difficulcy was the Retreat, and if they 


tock Fouras, which it was in View to have, en on 


the 28th, they had a Retreat. AF 
Why would be riſque the T roops on an in- 

conſiderable Object, when he did not think it adviſe . 

able to riſque. them on that of ſo much more Import- 


ance, and particularly pointed out by his lama 


viz. the Attack upon Rochefort?! 

A. He looked upon it, the great Riſque was avoided 
by ſecuring a Retreat in the taking of Hauras, and 
in the other Caſe (that of attempting Rachefort with- . 
out ſuch Retreat) he refers to the Quotation from Sir | 
John Ligonier's Paper uſed in his Narrative... +, 
DQ. How came he to reſolve on returning to * 
land without holding another Council of War, ſeeing 
it had been unanimouſly agreed in a former n 


to land ? 


A. He refers himſelf to his Narrative, and te: Sir 
Edward Howl 5 Langer to ee en as URI 
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4 Fe IE the 33 Officers. 5 3 Trodph hav 
& no farther Military Operation to propoſe, con- 
* ſiderable enough to authorize my detaining the 
e n under ing. Command e here, 1 
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[ 28 ] b 
beg Leave to acquaint you, that T intend to pro. 
* ceed with it Tue England without Loſs of Time. 


be dir 5: ben 1 am, Sie; your on Obedient 67 

8 To * Moſt Humble Servant, - 

* Sir Jobn Mordaunt. PH ED. 0 | 
Fri ö 8 wy HA KE. 


Sir John Mordaiint having anſwered to the fer 

Queſtions propoſed to him, defired to obſerve in 
Addition to his Narrative, that the firſt Deſign was 
to have taken ' e d. Aix and Fort Fouras by Sea, 
and then there would have been great Eaſe in the 
reſt of the Enterprize; that he imagined from the 
firſt ſetting out e d Ain and Fort Fouras could 
be taken by Sea; and in the Evening of taking / Ie 
© Aix, Admiral Sir Edward Hawke ee that 
he would take Fouras the next Morning, by laying 
a Ship to it: And the next Morning Sir Edward 
called for the pilot of the Magnanime, and examined 
him, whether he could lay his Ship ſo, as to diſmantle 
Fort Fourgs ? to which the Pilot anſwered, he could. 
The ſame Morning Major General Conway came to 
the Ramilies, and produced the Plan referred to On 


5 the Narrative. 


Colonel James Wolfe, Quarter- Maſter General pon : 
| the Expedition, being called, at the Deſire of Sir John 


Mordaunt, and deſired to inform the Board what paſ- 
” fed the Evening after taking the [ſe d' Aix, in regard 


to the Attack of Fouras, — ſaid, that he had been at 
” the Iſle of Aix, and returned about 8 O'Clock, and 

took the Liberty of ſuggeſting his Opinion to Sir 
Edward Hawke and Sir John Mordaunt, that he did 
not doubt but a Ship of War might batter Fort Fou- 


rs, and that a Body of Troops might be landed at 


the ſame time, and attack it with Succeſs ; He took 
the Liberty alſo to mention, (as he only had ſeen the 
Fort) that if Sir Edward Hawke thought proper to 
. make a Diverſion near Rochelle; at the Jag me tiene, it 
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night engage the Attention of the French, and give 


an Opportunity of making a Deſcent between: He 


alſo hinted his Opinion, as to ſending the Bomb 
Ketches out, not knowing, but Bombs might be thrown 
into Rochelle, and Sir Edward ſent for them up accor- 
dingly. He likewiſe mentioned another Circum- 
ſtance,” in regard to ſending for the Pilot of the 
Magnanime, who would inform Sir Edward, if there 
was Depth of Water ſufficient to carry a Ship up to 
Fouras; adding, from the indifferent Opinion he had 


of the Fort, a Forty or Fifty Gun Ship might at leaſt 


annoy the Fort, ſo as to give an Opportunity of 
Landing. Sir Edward then ſeemed to incline to the 
Attack of Fouras, and mentioned the Barfleur as a 
Ship he intended to employ z talked of doing it the 
next Morning, and appeared very keen and* warm 
about it; that Sir Edward did ſend for the Pilot of 
the Magnanime, and examined him the next Day, but 

he, Colonel Wolfe, was not preſent; that he ſpoke to 
the Pilot of the Magnanime himſelf the next Morning: 

(but whether before or after his being examined b 
Sir Edward, is not certain) and aſked him, whether 

he couid carry a Ship up to Fouras? The Pilot's An- 


{wer was, either he could (or he believed he could) 
take the Magnanime within half a Mile, as he under- 


ſtood, of Fouras; and if he recollects, ſaid, he would 
beat it down in leſs Time, than he had done the other 
Fort. He aſked the Pilot further, Whether between 
Fort Fouras and Fort la Point any Perſons could bo 
landed during the Attack to inveſt Fouras, and de- 
| fired the Pilot to find a Guide amongſt the Priſoners, 
to ſhew a proper Place for landing, venturing to tell 
him, they ſhould be handſomely rewarded, if they * 
performed the Service well. He alſo aſked the Pilot, 
why he choſe the Magnanime, rather than the Barfleur, 
or any other Ship? he anſwered, on account of the 
Captain, of whom his Expreſſion was, 1 ef jeune 
„GS brave, Servez vous en.“ 
Being aſked by Sir John ee whether he ever 
| heard 


” Twi "MN 
| any Sea Captain ſay, he would undertake 
the Sen of the Fort ? 8 

Anſwered, Captain Colby of the Princels e in 
Converſation on that Head, told him, he had made 
Offers to attack it; is not certain he ſaid, he had made 
thoſe Offers to Sir Edward Hawke, but frequently to 


Mr. Bradrict. He, Colonel Mose, likewiſe obferved 


to 2 Colby, as it was then late, being the 28th 
September, if the Troops were puſhed, there might 
pay be a Neceſſity of attacking it, in order to 
ing off the Troops; and ſaid, in that Caſe he fup- 
Pal as an Engliſhman who wiſhed: well to his Coun- 
try, he would urge the Admiral to do it; and, he be- 
lieves, he ſpoke to the ſame Purpoſe afterwards to 
Mr. Brodrick in the America. < 
Being aſked, of what Strength did bares appear 
to him, when be firſt reconnoitred it? | 
Anſwered, he ſaw it immediately after the Attack | 
of the Ille of Air, and it appeared to him to be a weak 
Fortreſs: The Front and Parapets were of Maſonry, 
which, he conceives, muſt have been of Advantage, 
and conſiſted of a ſtreight Line of a Wall, and another 
within that higher up, and no Qutworks, (he ſpeaks 
of the Side towards the Sea.) — He could not from 
his Eye diſcover the Land- ſide, hor get one Word of 
Intelligence concerning it at that Time. | There were 
24 Embrazures to the Sea fide, and a Battery be- 
"yon, which Battery he did not fee the firſt Day. 
Being aſked, (by Sir John Mordaunt's Deſire) | 
-what Number of good Troops would, in his Opi- 
nion, have enabled a Colmnanther to prevent their 
1 at the propoſed Landing 8 Place at e | 
laillon ate rods 
"Anſwered, Any Opinion” he can form TOR this 
«Polar: muſt be very indeterminate; but, from what 
he could obſerve, the Sand Hills were pretty near to 
the Wager-[ide, and his Notion is, all Circumſtances 
conſidered, a Thouſand good Foot, and 200 or 300 
-Hotfe, might have es. about 2600 Men land- 
* om Boars. £ | i 
Being R 


Sn” "MR 
Being aſked by the Board, How many could have 
embarked i in the Boats??? 

Anſwered, He believes were was never an exact 
Calculation made of that; he ſhould think about 
thirty-lix Companies, which confifted of about ſixt ty 
private Men each, beſides Officers. 
Did he ſee * Troops, where it was propoſed to 

land? | 

A. No. He fe ſix Pieces of Cannon on the 
Point, but which he thinks could not reach the | 
Beach. 
2 ta ſufficient Number of Men had beg Con- 
cealed behind the Sand Hills, could Ships in that 
Caſe be of any Uſe to cover the Landing? 

A. No: Such Troops muſt have been fate from 
the Ships while concealed. 

Colonel George Howard, being called at Sir John 
Mordaunt's Defireyand aſked, what Account the 
Captain of the Viper Sloop gave him? faid, that he 
received Sir John Mordaunt's Orders to go reconnoi- 
tring with Colonel Wolfe on Thurſd:y, which he be- 
lieves was the 29th of September; and when they 
came to the Viper Sloop, which was ſtationed neareſt 
the Coaſt, as they were taking their View of the 
Land, he aſked Captain Skynner, the Commander, 
ſome Queſtions relative to Obſervations he might 
have made. The Captain ſaid, he came there on the 
Sunday before, and that on the Sunday Afternoon, or - 
7 3 © Morning, he ſaw a conſiderable Number of 
2 Troops marching down, and that he reckoned eight 
or nine Pair of Colours; that he ſaw them in Camp 3 
that the next Morning the View of the Camp was 
intercepted, ſo that he could not ſee them again, 
which he attributed to the Enemy having flung up + 
ſome Ground on the Beach; and that he faw the 
Sand Hills on the Beach conſiderably higher than 
they were on Sunday when he came there; "which he, 
Colonel Howard, reported to Sir John Mordaunt. 
Being queſtioned by the Board, whether he aſked 


_  < * [ 32 ] | | 5 
tze Captain of what particular Numbers he thouglit 
= the Troops might coat??? J 

Said, he did aſk him that Queſtion, and that the 

Captain anſwered him, he could not determine; but 

that he, Colonel Howard, might better judge from 

the Number of Colours. J ergy 

Being queſtioned. farther, he ſaid, the Caprtaiti 
could give no Deſcription of the Quantity of Ground 
they covered in their Camp, nor did he. ſpecify, 
whether they were regular Forces, or the Troops of 

the Country. % A Fes 1 

Captain Thomas Oſbert Mordaunt being examined, 

at the Deſire of Sir John Mordaunt, ſaid, that he re- 

ceived a Meſſage from Sir Edward Hawke the Morn- 
ing after the Attack upon the Iſle of Aix, deſiring 


him to come down to the Cabbin ; where he found 


the Admiral, Vice-Admiral Knowles, and the Pilot 
of the Magnanime, The Admiral deſired him, Cap- 


= - tain Mordaunt, as he did not underſtand. French him- 


ſelf, to aſk the Pilot ſome Queſtions for him. After 
aſking ſome about the Approach to Rochelle, he aſked 
particularly, how near a Ship could be brought to 
Fouras ;, the Pilot ſaid, he could bring the Magna- 
. ime, as his Expreſſion was dans un demy Mile, 
* meme dans un quart de Mile; but he muſt then 
run the Ship upon the ſoft Mud, in which ſhe would 
"ſtand ſecure till the next Tide, which would bri 
her off. And leſt there ſhould have heen any Mil- 


underſtanding, as to the Diſtance intended by a Mile, 


the Pilot was deſired to explain himſelf, and ſaid he 
meant Miles of England. The Admiral replied, 
that would do. The Admiral then aſked, if, by 
lightening the Barfleur, he could bring her as near; 
the Pilot ſaid he could, but he had rather go with 
the Magnanime, becauſe Captain How was young and 
brave; and that he could not be better employed 
than in the Service of his Country, The Admiral 
mentioned, he did not care that Ship ſhould go, as 
| . having been upon ſevere. Service before,  _ 
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. Major General: Conway being deſired. by. Sir Joby 
Merdaunt to give an Account, as to the Time 9 
poſed for landing, whether it was intended to have 

been by Night, or by Day-light, and. the Reaſons of 
its being put off, ſaid, that he underſtood it to have 
been the Intention of all (he knows it was his own) 
to have landed in the Night, and the Diſpoſition. was 
made to land accordingly. Captain How firſt came 
on Board the Ramillies, where they all were before 


they went to their Rendezvous; and ſaid, he was 


| ſorry to obſerve to them, the Wind was ſprung up 
from the, Shore, and feared it would be a great Ob- 

ſtruction to landing that Night. Sir Jobn Mordaunt 
ſaid, he would go to the Rendezvous on board the 

; America, where they ſhould be better Judges, and that 
he would make the Landing, if poſſible. When they 
came on board the America, Rear- Admiral Brodrick - 
and ſeveral of the Captains ſaid (believes Mr. Brodrick 


ſpoke firſt, but is not certain) they hoped it would 


7 be imputed to any Backwardneſs in them, but it 
was their Opinion, the Wind ſat ſo ſtrong againſt 
them, it would be about Day- light before the Boats 
could get to Shore, and ſix Hours more, before a 
ſecond Embarkation could be landed. Sir John 
Mordaunt ſaid, as he remembers, the Diſpoſition was 
made for landing in the Night, and that he thought 7 
it muſt be put off to another Night; and took the 
Opinion of the Officers preſent upon that Subject. 


Major General Cornwallis confirmed the fame in 


general; adding, that he rather underſtood from his 
Converſation with Captain How, that his Opinion 
was againſt landing in general, as he confeſſes his own 
Was; but it was moſt indiſputably the Intention, that 
the Troops ſhould land in the Night. He remembers 
Captain Dennis particularly thought the landing, as 
2 Wind then was, an impracticable, or at leaſt, a a 


1 dangerous Enterprize. 


Colonel George Howard confirmed the "kl as to 
the Diſpoſition being made for landing in the N ight, 


and the Reaſon ho its RE deferred. TRE 
IM 1 „ . Colonel 


2 
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Colonel Thomas Brudeneli being deſired by Sir Joby 
Mordaunt to give an Account of what paſſed within 


his Knowledge, as to the Difficulty of Landing, faid, 
that by Sit 7% Mordaunt's Orders the Afternoon of 
the 28th, it appeared the Intention was to land be- 


| fore the Day came on. The Long boat belonging to 


the Tranſport he, Colonel Brudenell, was aboard of, 
was a pretty large one, and there were embarked in 
It 40 or 42 Soldiers. They waited ſome Time along 
Tide the Ship, expecting the Signal to put off, and 


E obſcrving that the Wind blew very ſtrong from the 
Shore, he aſked the Maſter of the Tranſport, whe- 


ther he thought it-poſſible, that the Yawl with four 
Soldiers in it cou'd tow that Long-boat to Shore? 

who anſwered, he was fatisfied it was impoſſible to do 
It in leſs than ſeven Hours, but he rather thought it 
was impoſſible to do it at all. He, Colonel Brudenell, 


had apprehended the Men of War's Boats were, to 


have attended, and affiſted in towing them; for hav- 
ing been on Board ſeveral Ships, it appeared to him 


an impoſſible Thing; this was about One in the 


Morning. Whilſt they were waiting, an Officer of 
his Regiment, who had been on Board the Tranſport, 


y hence the Grenadiers and Pickets were to go into 


- 


the Boats, came on Board, and told 17 5 Captain 
Buckle of the Royal George had been on gard that 
Tranſport, and obſerved to them, that as the Wind 


vas, he thought it impracticable for the Boats to 


land; and that Captain Buckle was gone on board tbe 
Admiral to acquaint. him therewith. In about an 


Hour and an half after that, another Boat came along 
ide the Tranſport with a Sea Officer, as he believes, 

in it, who ſaid, Captain Buckle was come back from 
the Admiral, and the. Men were not to land that 


Night, but were to return to their Ships again. 


This he did not take for an Order, and ſo. his Men 


remained in the Boat, where they had been ſome 


Hours, till he received Sir John Mordaunt's Orders to 
put them on Board again. He likewiſe aſked ſeveral 
others next Day, what had palled on board their 


- Troops to oppoſe their Landing? 


| | ter. 
| a and found it to have been as general 

Opinion of the Maſters, that it was not t to 
land that Night. 

Voice Admiral Xiowles being 1 at Sir John 
Mordaunt's Deſire, whether 2 Winds might not 


have kept the Fleet a conſiderable Time in Baſque, 
| Road, without a Poſſibility of getting out? | 
2 - Anſwered, He has already given his Opinion in 
the firſt Council of War on this Head, to which he 
begs Leave to refer; for that the ſame Wind which 
- would prevent the re-imbarking « of the Troops, would 
detain the Squadron there, 
Aſked, Did he not think it adviſable to fail on 
their Return Home at the Time they did, conſidering 
the Situation of the French F leets, which might be ex- 
pected home ? 
Anſwered, His Opinion never was aſked about: it. 1 
Being deſired by Sir John Mordaunt now to give 
his Opinion on that Queſtion, ſaid, That after he 
found there was no landing for the Troops, without 
great Riſk, he ſhould, had he been properly aſked by 
his ſuperior Officer, certainly have given his Opinion 
| for coming away. 
Sir John Mordaunt here begged Leave to obſerve⸗ 
that he did apply for a Council of War to Sir Edward 
Hawke, who refuſed him, giving him for Anſwer, that 
the Seamen had nothing to do with it, it was a Land 
Operation only: He, Sir Fob», ſince finds, upon acloſer 
Peruſal of his Inſtructions, that he had himſelf 4 
Power to have called a Council of War, but was not! 
Board, Whether Sir Jobn Mordaunt's Inſtructions 
were laid before the Council of W 


then appriſed of ir. | 
_ Anſwered, Yes. | 

Z 

1 


Major General Conway was then queſtioned by the 
2. What Reaſons he had to apprehend a Body of 
1 


A. From general Reaſoning upon the Subje&t, an 
the Information of the Priſoners, - : 
2 What was that Information? 


F [. ”7 * 
A. One ſaid, there were eleven Battalions, another 
mentioned ſeven; and though he paid very little Re- 
gard to any of them ſingly, yet, upon the Whole, he 
thought there was no room ntl to doubt but there 
were ſome Troops. | SIR 
22. Whether bios Bareries or Troops 
© him * p % $44 
A. Very for + There was a mall Bae but he 
imagined the Troops would naturally N cher | 
ſelves till the Attempt to land. - 
He then obſerved, that no Officer, as ks nes ven, 
called to a Council of War, is criminally accountable 
for his Opinion given in that Council; but if called 
upon, he is very _y to 18 the Reaſons that ey 
his Opinion. | 
Being deſired to mention thoſe Reaſons, he aid, 
as well from general Reaſoning as Intelligence, tho 5 
he knew of no conſiderable Army in the Field, he 
was periuaded there muſt be a conſiderable Number 
of Men in Rochefort.—They had been ſeen five Days 
on the Coaſt, and two Days more muſt have been 
taken up in landing with the Stores. —They had no 
particular Intelligence of many neceſſary Circumſtan- 
© ces relative to the State of the Place: They could not 
ſurprize it, and had not Artillery to attack it in form, 
and no ſecure Retreat for the Troops — That he did 
imagine there would be an Oppoſition upon landing, 
but the Want of a Retreat was the principal Objec- 
tion with him. He further ſaid, they had not at firſt 
ſufficient Intelligence to depend on taking Fort Fouras 
by an Attack on the Land Side; when he thought 
the Intelligence ſufficient, he did propoſe landing in 
order to attack it. He then, to ſave the Trouble of 
any further Queſtions, ſaid, that he had prepared a 
ſhort State of the whole Proceedings, beginning from 
the firſt: Attack upon Aix, ſo far as his own Conduct 
is any way concerned, which was laid S8 e the Board, 
and read as follows, viz. 
&« On Friday the-23d of September, I went up with 


* three Batralioks & to bis 2 — Wee on Be Fort 


ppe zeared to 


N 


ONE On Soles Morning I went on board the Ro- 
& milies (Sir Edward Hawke's Ship) and there gave 
in a Plan for landing as near Fouras as poſſi- 
< ble, and attacking the Fort de P Equille near it with 


* a Detachment of Grenadiers, while a Ship lay up 


«© Oleron on the South End of the Iſland, and paſſin 


<< to batter the Fort of Fouras by Sea; and for mak 
<< ing a Feint on the Side of Rochelle and the Iſle of 
Rh, to facilitate that Attempt. This Plan was 
* accepted by Sir John Mordaunt, but not apt 
proved of by the Admiral. 
Soon after the Rear Admiral and Captains, ſent 
© to reconnoitre and ſound the Coaſt, reporting, that 
there was no landing Place near Fouras, and that 
te the only landing Places they had diſcovered be- 
«< tween that Fort and La Rochelle, were near the 
Point of Chatelaillon; and it being alſo now de- 
5 clarec, that the Fort of Fouras could not be at- 
i tacked by Sea, that Scheme was laid aſide, and a 
* general Council of War called, which met next 
„ Morning, the 25th; wherein it was unanimouſly 
_ © reſolved, by both Sea and Land Officers preſent, 
that the landing near Chatelaillon, in order to march 
e up and attack Rochefort directly, as the Queſtion 
<< was there ſtated, was neither adviſable nor prac? 
„ ticable. | 
But. a Velden dilog then propoſed for deter- 
mining to come back to England, I oppoſed it, as 
it was not in that View I gave my Aſſent to they 
„ former Queſtion; and thought, we ſhould by alk 
Means ſee, what farther could be done to annoy the 
„Enemy. 
 « We met next Day to Gigi the Sonnen; and sir 
% 7obn Mordaunt then propoſed landing on che Iſland 
of Oleron, and faid, he had mentioned it to Sig 
% Edward Hawke, who approved it. To this I addy 
ce ed, that if that Place was fixt upon for a Landy 
* ing, I ſhould then propoſe attacking the Caſtle off 


„ over from thence to the Continent, between Brouy 
4 0 and the Charente, which is about a League 
s 6 I 6% ang 


| EN 


a 
bs Rnd — thence not more than two Langes -£ 0 
E**..Rochefort : And as no Attempt was probably ex- 
pected on that Side, we might poſſibly ſucceed, ſo 
© far as to deſtroy ſome of the Ships or Magazines. 
But this Scheme being laid aſide after ſome Debate, 
„ I then propoſed to the General Officers preſent, to 
go and view Fouras, and the Coaſt near it, to fee 
„ what Poe be done on that Vaendien was Agreed 
£0, - | 
They met accordingly at the Ie of Aix, whers 
T gave my Opinion for the Landing and Attack of 
eie that Fort, and the Fort de T7 Equilles but that At- 
F< tempt being in general judged too difficule, it Was 


e dropt. 


. Nis e RM 


smilies, and propoſed to Sir Edward Hawke and Sir 
Jabn Mordaunt the landing at Chatelaillen, and 


other Forts on the Back; of which I thought we 
had now ſufficient Knowledge to depend upon the 
i taking Fouras, as a ſecure Retreat for the Troops, 


57 done. 
. This Propoſition was next Morning ms te 
ke a Council of War, where it was agreed upon, oe 
ordered to be put in execution that Night. | 
But was put off, on a Repreſentation of the Sea 
Officers, upon account of the ſtrong Wind when 
blowing from the Shore. 
It was alſo at the ſame Time e "I 
E ſome Camps and Entrenchments had been ſeen on 
E-the Shore, particularly near the Place wwe the I 
Landing was to have been made. | 
I therefore aſked Sir Jobn Motdaunt $ Dann to 
go, and accordingly went next Morning to recon» 
E noitre the Coaſt from Fouras to Cbabelaillon. 
On my Report, Sir John Mordaunt called the 
Land Officers of the Council of War. together, to 
know their Opinions, whether it was now proper to 
penn the ert => the Landing.—1 did 2 
28 0 are 


6 marching from thence to attack Forras and the 


and that we might then 9s what farther could be. 15 


w > 


Vn "= 
* clare it to be mine, but the other Gentlemen being 
«all of a contrary Opinion, I acquieſced.” Hf 
Major General Conway being aſked, by defire of 
Sir Jobn Mordaunt, Whether he, Sir Jobn, did ſhew 
him Sir Edward Hawke's Letter of the 29th of S. 
tember, with regard to the Return to England? A 
Anſwered, That Sir John did ſhew him that Let- 
ter, and at the ſame Time offered Major General Con- 
way (if it was his Opinion) ſtill to go on; but he re- 
plied, it was too delicate a Matter for him to take 
upon himſelf, unleſs it was alſo Sir John's own Opi- 
nion ; that whatever might be his private Sentiments, 
he ſhould acquieſce in the general Opinion, which he 
did accordingly. * 
Major General Cornwallis being called upon ſaid, 
As he did not imagine his Conduct was under inquiry, 
he is not prepared with a Narrative. That he was 4 
Major General, and the Third in Command in the 
Expedition, and, as he conceives, not reſponſible for? 
the Failure or Succeſs, That he was never wanting 
in any Part of his Duty, was always at his Poft, an 
ready to obey any Order from his ſuperior Officers 
That he attended Councils of War when ſummoned] 
as was his Duty; and when there, gave his Opinion 
according to the beſt of his Judgment, and does not 
conceive himſelf to be accountable for the Opinion ſay 
given: But to any Queſtions the Board ſhould thinłk 
fit to propoſe, he would very readily give an Anſwer 
to the beſt of his Judgment, +" 
_ Being aſked, Whether he did at any Time, in his 
Opinion, ſee it practicable or adviſable to land? 2 
_ Anſwered, At no Time, as there appeared to him 
no Security for landing the Troops, nor any Retrea | 
ſecured; and laſtly, he had heard an able Pilot ſay, 
he had been ſeven Weeks there, without a Poſſibiheyy 
of a Boat paſling or repaſling. The Retreat and 
Communication between the , Ws and Shipping, 
appeared to him abſolutely neceſlary ; and their hav | 
ing been there ſo long, was a ſtronger Argument wien 
him againſt landing. And informed, as he now is | 
EO ee 3 unde 
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er all the 1 of popular Opinion, were 
the Caſe again to happen under the ſame Circumſtan- 


ges, he ſhould now perſiſt in the ſame Opinion. Ile 


would as readily, as any Officer in the Service, have 
hazarded his own Perſon, if ordered to land with an 
Hundred Men only; but when called upon for his 
Opinion in ſo momentous an Affair, he could not an- 
Iwer to himſelf riſquing the Whole. He added, he 


Vas againſt the Meaſure of landing in the Second 


Council of War, but acquieſced in the Opinion of the 
Majority of the Council and was ready at his Poſt, 
to put the Reſolution in Execution. 
Being aſked, whether any Thing appeared ta 
him to prevent the Communication between the Ships 
| and the Troops? - 
' Anſwered, no Men of War could get nearer than 


two Miles, which made the whole of the Commu- 


nication precarious, as it depended only on the Wind's 


of the Equinox. 
Colonel George Howard, as having been called to 
the Councils of War, by the Commanders of the 


af he thought proper, the Motives which had the 
principal Weight with him, together with any other 
Matters, that he might judge material for the Infor- 


prepared, not knowing he ſhould be called upon, 


8 . being to the ſame Effect, as contained in the 
per by him preſented the Day following. 
eur, 23 till the Morrow at 11 e; in ibe 


en, : 


x . 
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At a meeting of the ſaid Gwen Officers, | ap- 
pointed to — ulre into the Cauſes of the Failure of 
he late Ex; 


dn 1 8. the I gh o of gloves 167; 


* 


Mifting into a particular Corner at the critical ee 
Expedition, was then deſired to lay before the Board, ; 


mation of the Board; who ſaid, he was very little 


but nevertheleſs. readily mentioned to the Board the 
principal Matters, which had determined his Judge: © 


ition, &c. purſuant to Achourninent 


oa — 
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"Maj or General Cornwallis, deſired to add. in wg 
ang of hat he mentioned Yeſterday, with re- 
gard to the Pilot's Evidence upon the Impoſſibility 
of paſſing, and repaſsing, that he does not thereby 
mean any particular Storm or Tempeſt; but that the 
ordinary Wind fitting in from the Bay, would make 
ſuch a Surf on the Shore, that Boats could not 80 
there. 
Colonel Howard acquainted the Board,” that he 
fad now committed to writing the Motives of his 
Opinion, differing in little more from the Account 
he gave them Yeſterday, than that they are more 
methodically digeſted, and deſired they might be ac- 
cepted inſtead of his verbal Narration; and the ſame 
were accepted accordingly, and read, as follows, viz. 

C Unaccuſed and unconſcious, as I am, of the 
« leaſt military Miſconduct, I ſhall however, for the 
Satisfaction of this Honourable Board, relate the 
Motives, which induced the Opinions I have 
given, not as a Matter of Self defence, but of 
« Evidence only, agreeable to the mee re- 
« ceived to attend at this Place. | 4 
As it is well known I went upon the Expef 
« dition, only as a Regimental Officer, and that my 
Situation could neither intitle me to know the 
% Motives upon which it was undertaken, nor the 
„Springs which were to conduct the Execution of 
it, ] flatter myſelf I cannot be in the leaſt accounta- 
ble for the Failure of the Enterprize. 

As the Execution of this Affair was intruſted 
© to three General Officers of ſuch eſtabliſhed Cha- 
racters, I little thought I ſhould be concerned, 
but in a chearful Obedience of the Orders 1 might 
% receive from them. 

„When I was ſummoned' as eldeſt Colonel to the 
* Council of War on the 25th of September, I was 
e totally uninformed, as my Situation could not admit 
„ gf my being py ent at any | aq Conſulta- 


. tion. 273 3 
. * Wpen 
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1 2 * Wben the Object of the Council was propoſed, 
= 6 and the Rear Admiral's Report of the 24th rela- 


* tive to the Soundings and two landing Places, 
which he had diſcovered, was read, the great Diffi- 
„ culties, which attended the landing of the Troops, 
| % Artillery, Ammunicion, , Proviſions, -. and Camp 
« Equipage at either of thoſe Places, as well as the 
great Uncertainty of ſecuring a Retreat from thence 
„ in caſe of any Emergency, and of preſerving a 
Communication with our Shipping, were ſo fully 
««. demonſtrated, (as no Ship, not even a Frigate of 
the Fleet, could afford the leaſt Protection, either 
5. in the landing or reimbarking of the Troops) that 
I thought the Attempt uncommonly hazardous, and 
that they were by no Means the proper Places of 
66 ending. to facilitate the Deſigns upon Nocbefort. 
„In Conſequence of which . I aſked at 
« che Council of War, If it was not poſſible for a 
% Ship or two to favour à Deſcent of the Troops 
% near Fouras, by attacking that Fort by Sea; which 
I thought ſhould have been the immediate Opera- 
tion, after taking the Fort of Aix; as by that 
te, Means we ſhould have been three Miles 1 leaſt 
tc nearer to Rochefort, the Troops, Se. could have 


tc been landed in a very ſhort Space of Time, and 


4 nothing could have e our Communica- 
+. tion with the Ships: But the Admiral declared it 
e was impracticable, and that no Ship could go up 
4e higher than the oe of ix. without being on 
Ground. 


The other Part of n my Opinion was s faunded upon | 


44 che Evidence mentioned in the Council of War, 


“being (as I have obſerved before) quite uninformed, 


t and not knowing any thing about Rochefort, but 
6 from the Evidence which appeared at the Council. 
e As to the ſecond Council of War on the 28th, 
60 tho I do not think any great publick Utility would 
4. have been anſwered. in landing the Troops for the 
6h Purpoſes | therein mentioned ; and tho* the Pro- 
. gue was made me” in point of Time, yet I was 


3 deter- F 
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of Sir Jobn Mordaunt preſſing Sir 


10 deturacided Wan, 65 mis ſhould appear to 

« any Operation it was thought proper to undertake 
by fo many better Judges than myſelf. 

I have ever _ molt ready to exert” myſelf in 
« all Points of my Duty, ſhall conſtantly perſevere 
in ſo doing, a —— defy the World to "my a NR 
« Behaviour to my Charge.” 

Captain William Phillips Aer to the Board a 
Paper from Sir Joby Ligomer, which he was directed 
to inform them is the Original, of which Sir 70h 
Mordaunt produced a Copy, and refered to in his 
Narrative; and which Sir John Ligonier is deſirous 
the Board ſhould underſtand, was by no Means in- 
tended as Inſtructions, but only Hints, which he had 
put upon Paper and read to Sir John Mordaunt, who 
thereupon deſired a Copy. Captain Phillips likewiſe 
obſerved, tags there is a Paragraph added at the 
Foot of his Paper, which is not contained in Sir 
e Meordaunt*s Copy, and which Sir John Ligonier 

d directed him likewiſe to mention to the Board: : 
The faid Paragraph is, as follows, ix. 
When Sir John Ligonier wrote this Paper, of 


| © which Sir Jobn Mordaunt deſired a Copy, he knew | 


4 nothing of the Diſpoſition of the French Troops, 
The ſmall Number of thoſe Troops that could 
be upon that Coaſt, by the Diſpoſition produce 
4 at the Cabinet Council, leflened very much the 
Neceſſity of the Precautions to betten for a Eotns 
«-munication or landing.“ 

Sir John Mordaunt here obſerve; That thoſe Hints | 
proceeded from his prefling Sir Jobn Ligonier to give 
him a poſitive Order; which, he faid, he could coed 
do, but would give him his Thoughts. 

Major Genera} Conway confirms the” Cireuinſtaiics 
on Ligonier, in 
Ire, in ts Par- 


his Preſence, and expreſſing a great 
ticular a Caſe, to have a — Order. 
Vice Admiral Kucwles being queſtioned by! the, 


Board, Whether he knew ef any Propoſal” "hen 
been 


TT 


x been made for attacking Fort Fouras by Sea at any 


Council of War, or Meeting? 


Anſwered, He cannot — charge his Me- | 


mory, but knows very well Sir Edward Hawke aſked 
his Opinion about it, and ſaid, The Pilot of the 
Magnanime had told him, that a Ship could go with- 
in a ſmall Diſtance to batter it; and Sir Edward 
Hawke directed his Secretary to begin an Order di- 
' rected to him, Vice Admiral Knowles, for the Bar- 
fleur's being lightened for that Service; the Barfleur 
drawing near two Feet leſs Water than the Mag- 
When he a. on heanl his own Ship, he ſent 
for Captain Graves, who commanded the Barfleur, to 
acquaint him with the Order Sir. Edward Hawke had 


given him: Captain Graves anſwered him, That the 


Ship was on Ground where ſhe laid, and he might 
| = 4 at her, for the Water had ebbed away a Foot 
from her; and ſhe then laid between four. and five 
Miles diſtant from the Shore; he: acquainted Sir Ed. 
ward Hawke with this, who ſuppreſſed the Order; 
but directed him to try to carry the Bomb-ketches in. 
He did fo, and one of them which drew but eleven 
Feet Water ran a- ground at a greater Diſtance from 
Fouras than the Bombardier could N the Shells 
with the greateſt Requiſite of Powder ;| the Flight 
of which he knows, at an Elevation of forty-five De- 
grees, will go two Miles and two Thirds ; the Bom- 
bardier threw ſeveral Shells; whilſt the Bomb-ketch 
laid aſhore, two large Row-Boats with-two Pieces of 
heavy Cannon in their Prows, attacked the Ketch, 


(full of Men each) upon which he (the Vice Admi- 
ral) made a Signal immediately for all the Boats in 


the Fleet, manned and armed, to go to the Ketch's 


Aſſiſtance; and went himſelf on board the Coventry: 
Frigate to drive away the Row- Boats, which Frigate 


ran a- ground five Times conſiderably within the Space 
| of an Hour, and at greater Diſtance from the Shore 


| *than the Bomb-ketch, He then ſent his Maſter on 


ſounding; and by the Bearings of che ſeveral Places 
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at which he took bis Soundings, it appeared mes 
were but ſix Feet Water at high Water, two Miles 
off the Fort.— He added, that he will venture to fay, 
even if Frigates could have got to it, the Fort would | 
have been attacked by Sea, 

Being aſked, What kind of Landing end was at 


Cbatelaillon Bay for Boats? 


Anſwered, He was not there, but refers. to Rear 


Admiral Brodrick. 


Aſked, at the Defire of Sir Jobn Mordaunt, What 
Day the Experiment was made a _ Fouras ? + 

Anſwered, He is not certain of the particular Day 3 
it was two or three Days after taking the Ile of * 


if not four. 


Rear Admire: Brodrick, being queſtioned by the 
Board, Whether he knows of any. 9 being 


made for attacking Fort Fouras by Sea? 


Anſwered, He never heard 1 it propoſed he was on 


a different Service. 
2, Whether he heard any Captain offer to under. 


take it? 
A. He thinks he did in private Cotevetfirlbe hear 


a Captain ſay, he would undertake it, but no c 


Fropofal was ever made to him, as Admiral. 


What kind of landing there was for Boats at 


Chatelaillon Bay? 


A. It is a very fair, firm, 4 Bl. "a Ba 


where, in his Opinion, he could get out of the Boat 
without wetting his Shoes. 


2, How near to the Shore could be Men of War 


come? * 
A. By the Soundings he had, not nearer chan two . 


Miles. 
Did he ſerve: elder Troops, or. Nun 
to opſtruct the landing, had it been ertempted An 


; after his Return from the Soundings ? 


A. He ſaw ſome Troops, when founding, 3 
400 or 300 Foot, and 150 Horſe,” to the beſt of his 


Judgment. As to Batteries, he had ſeveral Shot fired 
at e whilſt he was an qa at the Place 


. 
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where the Troops were to . no Shot could h 
teached the Boats. 
2 What did he * as to the Nature of the 
i ar the Shore? | 


re were Sand-Hills the g greateſt Extent of 


ahe Bay, about O1 Yards: from the high Water 
A a 8 
2: (At Sir. Jobn Mardaurt 8 Peßte) Could not 


ud have reached the Troops behind the Sand. 


m7 fic 3 the Bomb: Neigen could hang been 
| of Service to annoy the Troops, if they could have 
5 come near. WS 
D.” Might noc ſeveral Winds have detained "the 
Fleet in Ba/que Road? : - 
A He refers to the Connell = 7 (in is lik 
Manner with Vice Admiral .Know/es). ſaying, That 


* ſame Wind, which would have prevented the 


roops from reimbarking, would have detained the 
Squadron there. 
. As the. orks of Air were eee tl 
Miad was then fair, and the Fleet wanted at Home, 
was it not, in his 9 erer to ſail on the 
Return to England? 
4. His Opinion was never aſked; but had he bern 
called upon, he ſhould certainly have been of Opi- 
nion for the Fleet to have ſailed, upon a Suppoſiuon 
of no Land Operation being to be undertaken. . 
Sir Jobn 2 3 was here refered to, at the Pe- 


fire of Major General Conway,. leſt any Doubt ſhould 
be entertained of his Propoſal having been given in, 


in Major General Compay's Narrative. 
Colonel James Wolfe was queſtioned by the Board, 


What is his Opinion of the Pradticability of landing 


* Troops between Rochelle and Fort Fourass 
A. He ſaw the Bays upon the agth September, and 


has a Minute of the Report he made, which he laid 


before the Rood, —His i Oinion is, It v was reap — 


i 


who. ſaid, the Propofal was delivered in, as mentioned 


as Quarter-Maſter- 


F Bay of Chatelalle by Lande to Fort Fouras 215 143 
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he did not ſee much of — Fbe Minute by him deli- 


vered being read, was to the following Effect; That 
© he was ſent with Colonel Heward and Lieutenant 
Colonel Murray; by. Sir John Mordaunt, the 2gth, 
to view the Bay of Chatelaillon, and their Report, 
* as far as he can recollect, was to this Purpoſe, 
That they did not ſee any Batteries, Redoubts, En- 
« trenchments,..or Troops, to prevent their landing 
in the great Bay; but that the Sand-Hills were 
« high enough to conceal the Motions of an Enemy, 
«© They were informed by the Captain of the Viper, 
« ia Ship anchored: — the Shore, that a 
« Number of Men had been ſeen working in — 
« Sand-Hills for ſome Days. There were ſix Pieces 
« of Cannon upon the Point of Chatelaillun, and 
c ſmall Guards and Poſts along we, Shore of the 
e Bay.” = + 

2. Could the Boats avg gone out of the Reach 
of the ſix Pieces of Cannon ? 1 20 

L 8 79 85 

2. Had he been onkeed to —_— 3 at t any 
Time with all the Men the Boats would have con- 


tained, did any ſuch Difficulties appear to him, as 
would have juſtified him in ref guns itas {i} 


raſh, or impracticable? 
4. Had he been ordered to do: it, he ſhould not 
have repreſented againſt i it. 1 e he ad not 


ſee the Bay till the 29th. 


9. Did he ever propoſe to > go out reconnojtring 


before that Time? 
ce particularly recolled} « He looked up- 


on it to be more immediately the Duty of his Office, 
en ral, and was r to go, 


whenever ordered. 
2; Does he abe n Thing relative to Fore Fou- 


ras on the Land-ſide ? ? 


4. Ovly from viewing it chrough Glaſſes from the | 


5 Ine of Aix. 


9. How far is it, as he ap prehends, from the [ 
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. the tante welt Tay; he never was within the Bay; 


it may poſſibly be ſeven or _—_ Miles, bus ans gue 
* quite vague. Gn 


2. How far from the Landing place to Rechefort ; 
A. He knows nothing of it, but has been told it 
is about twelve ny. rom eee Bau ban 
four CERES 221197763 (15 22} 200 bib ved: rag Tom: 

2. During rc Fe the 8 to 
Rorbefirt, might a Detachment ſent to Fouras of 4⁰⁰ 


5 or 300 Men in his Opinion have taken it? 5 


A. He don't know the Samagch of ae aug. 


cientl to anſwer that Queſtion 
2 If the Troops had been in Poſſeſion of F ort 


| Fouras, would not a Retreat have been ſecured? 


A. He ſuppoſes it might, but can't ei with 


vw Certainty,-of Preciſion | 
What does he take to "Wig * 2 Sk 


of Roche/orr from the beſt. Toteliggence *. could | 


. 


1 He knows 8 "of Rochefort ; nor aid be 


© ge! any Intelligence concerning it. 
(At Sir John Mordaunt's Deſire) Whether he 


chew Major Deſbriſay ſpeak; of any Troops marching 


down, which he imagined. moe coming from t he Ille 


= .0f Rhe? 


A. Yes, on the z 4ch i in de Morning Major Def: 
1 eame on board the Ramilies, and addreſſing 
himſelf to him, (Colonel Wolfe) aſked him, — 4 


he ſhould make a Report of what he had ſeen, viz. 
a Body of Troops marching towards the Shore from 


that Part of the Continent oppoſite to the Iſle of 


Nb; he ſaid; he had alſo ſeen a Veſſel go backwards 


and forwards, which he ſuppoſed had carried the 
Troops over, but did not mention the Numbers. 


Tau He thereupon adviſed Major. Defbriſay to go down 


and make his 4" to Sir ns: in the hearing, of 
the Admiral. A : 
Colonel Howard: was W's by ente of Sie John 

© Mordawnt, whether he (Sir John did not deſire him, 
as ſoon as ever the Ane pk Aix was e ta Pick 
8 
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Morning before the Council of 


| or 5 N 2 
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up all the Intelligence he could from the Pri- 


ſoners ? 


A. Yes, in Conſequence of. which he 3 to ſe- 


veral, particularly to ſome of the French Officers; Wl 


but no ſatisfactory Anſwer was got from them. He 
knows likewiſe ſome were ſpoke to by Major-General | 


Conway, and ſome were ſent for on the Saturday to be 1 
examined on board the Fleet. | 


Major-General Conway ſaid, he did ſpeak to ſe- 
veral. 
Captain Patrick Tonyn being aſked, at Sir Jobn Mor- 
daunt's Deſire, what Orders Sir, 0. ohn gave him the 

ar of the 25th on: 
board the Neptune ? 
Anſwered, That Ss Jobn came to * on the 
Quarter-Deck, and told him, ſome Priſoners were to 
come on board, and if there were any Soldiers, Ser- 
jeants, or Corporals, among them, directed him to 


collect what Intelligence he could by Bribes, offering 


them forty, fifty, or Sixty Guineas. The Priſoners 
came on board, but were moſt of them Labourers 
and Maſons. He queſtioned ſeveral of them, but 
they could give him no Intelligence, as they were 
preſſed from a diſtant Part of the Country. There 
was a Soldier, or two, of the Regiment of Poiftou 
amongſt them, Militia, but they could give him no 
Information.—This he reported to Sir Fobn. | 

Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Clerk, chief Engineer 
upon the Expedition, was queſtioned by the Board, 
whether he had ever. wr at Rochefort? 

A. Yes, in April 17 = 

2. Had he then 1 „ of making Hot, 
Remarks on the Strength and Situation of it? 

A. Yes, his Letter to. Sir John Ligonier particu- 
larly deſcribes it, to which he refers, (being of the 
Number of Papers tranſmitted by Mr. Secretary Pitt, | 
and which were read at the Outſet of the Inquiry.) 

A Is Rochefort fen on a F 8 an Eminence,. 
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A, That Part next the River is flat and low, but 
it riſes on the Side next the Land. 

Is the Ditch round Rochefort level. with the 
River at High- Water Mark, or is any of it higher 
than the River? 

A. A great Part is higher than the Tide can 
flow to. 
Q: If any Part of the Foſſc is higher than the Ri- 

ver, can 4 Part be filled with Water! ? 

A. It cannot. 

Being deſired to give a Deſcription of the Strength 
and Situation of Rochefort; he referred again to his 
Il _ Letter to Sir Jobn W which was read to 
Him. 

He deſired to make one Obſervation (in Regard 
to an Opinion which had prevailed, that his being 
permitted by the Governor to ſee Rochefort was in 
friendſhip, or particular favour to him) that he was 
intirely unacquainted with Mr. Macnamara, who was 
the Governor at that Time; and believes, he would 
have ſhewn the ſame Indulgence and Civility in every 
| Reſpe&t to any Officer in Regimentals. 

Le Whether he has received any Information fince 
to induce him to believe Rochefort was ſtronger at the 
Time of this Expedition, than when he was there ? 

A. No, he has ſeveral Reaſons, which induce him 
to believe, it was in the ſame {anon when ey: 
came into the Bay. 

"Being defired- to mention *thoſk Reatons, he ſaid, 
that the Day after the Council of War of the 2 sth. 
hearing there had been ſome Difficulties, he went to 
paſs a Day with ſome of the principal French Offi- 
EF cers in the Fort in the Iſle of Aix. There were pre- 
ſent the Engineer, the commanding Officer of the 
Marines, and the Commander of the Troops, with 


two or three other Officers of the Regiments. At. 


© firſt he examined two or three of them in regard to 
| the Condition of ſome of the Places upon the Coaſt, 
ad particularly Rochefort. He got ar. firſt no ſati - 
* Anſwers; upon which he reſolyed to paſs the 


} 
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to the Company, that two or three of them had been 


very cautious of giving any Account of their Places, 


which he believed he knew as well as themſelves : 


Upon which he took out his Pencil, and drew a 
Sketch of Rochelle, deſcribing particularly its weak 


Sides, and then entered .upon a particular Deſcrip- 
tion of Rochefort. He then took the Engineer along 
with him to walk round the Fort, and deſired him ta 
tell him, if the Place (meaning Rochefort) was not as 
he deſcribed it, telling him beſides, that there had 
been a Diſpute between him and one of his Friends 
who had it, by hearſay only, (that the Water coul 

be thrown round the Town; he faid, that it was 


| impoſſible upon account of the Inequality. of the 


Ground, and that he (Lieut, Col. Clerk) gave a 'more 


particular Deſcription of Rochefort, than he oeuld 


do himſelf, though he had been often there; but he 
had not examined it with great Attention, having al- 
ways looked upon it. as an open Place.---On the goth 
at Night he went to the Iſle of Aix with Colonel 
Wolfe on purpoſe to endeavour to make the Engi- 
neer ſay the ſame thing. before him, as he had only 
mentioned it afore in private; he brought him to 
Colonel Wolfe, and aſked, whether, or not, the 


Ditch could be made wet and Water thrown round 


the Town? his Anſwer was, that it could not be 
upon Account of the Unevenneſs of the Ground; 


his preciſe Words in French were, Ce ne ſcauroit 


Another Circumftance is, that on the 28th of Sep- 
tember, 1757, after the Council of War had come 


tre, à cauſe de Pinepalite du Terrain.” 


to a Reſolution to land, he was on board the Ramil- Af 


lies, when Captain Hamilton, Aid de Camp to Major- 


General Contoay, told him, there was a Fiſherman, a_ - 


very ſenſible Man in his Opinion for a common Man, 


who had been at Rochefort the 21ſt, and had been 


ſince taken Priſoner, and examined by Major-General 


Conway. He got Captain Hamilton to - ſhew the | 
= iſherman to him immediately, and aſked him A great 
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whole Day with them. After Dinner he mentioned 
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many Queſtions in regard to the Place; who ſeemed 
to be very diſtinct in regard to many particular Cir- 

eumſtances; for ſo common a Man, much more 
than he could have imagined; he mentioned parti- 
cularly that he went by Rochefort on the 21ſt of the 
Month, and that the Place which he Lieutenant-Col. 

Clerk had deſcribed to him as open and untortified, 

Was in the fame Condition that Day. He aſked him 
the Queſtion ſeveral Times before many People, and 
particularly before Colonel Yolfe :-- He had never 
ſeen the Man before. 

As third Circumſtance is, that upon the Vbyage 
home on board the Royal George, where were ſome 

French Priſoners, he found among them a Maſon, 
who had been employed at Rochefort about two 
Years, and enquired of him, if any of the Gates 
were upon a Level with the Ground, without any 

Bridge: He ſaid, there was one, but chat it had a very 
good ſtrong Gate. The Reaſon of his aſking that 
Queſtion, was, that if Water could be thrown round 
the Town, there muſt have been a Bridge in his 
Opinion. This paſled before Capeqn Buckle of the 
Royal George. 

Since his Return to TLoniidh, he has Cad ſeveral 
People, who have been at Rochefort, and particularly 
Mr. Plenderleitb, a Merchant, who was at Rochefort 
about 14 Months ago; and he confirmed him in this 
Particular of the Inequality of the Ground, and in 

every other Reſpect regarding the Place. This Mr. 
Plenderleith lived, for many Years, a Merchant at 

| Rochelle, and he, Lieutenant - Colonel Clerks Knew him 
when he was there. 

| Major-General Comway N that * examined ors 
veral Perſons, twenty at leaſt, and therefore cannot 

particularly recollect, whether the Fiſherman. men- 

tioned in Lieutenant-Colonel Clerk's Evidence was 
one; but if the Name was mentioned, he ſhould per- 

+ Haps remember. and Lieutenant- Colonel Clerk there) 
upon mentioning, that he believes Boncau was the 
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> =» 2 3 4 WL 17 CE 


F 8 IE IL FOTO 1 2 2 4 99 * 1 n 


[33] 
which he took of one Boneau of L lle Dieu, which i is 


as follows: | 
Boncau de L'Iſie Dieu was at Rochefort on Wad- 
* neſday; does not know what Number the Garriſon : 
< believes great Part came out to the Coaſt and Bat- 
„ teries, ſince we came.---Town not very ſtrong he 
thinks, but a good Rampart, and a Ditch full of 
Mater all round.---That he ſaw it ſo. - 
& 11 Battalions at Rochelle--More on the Iſle of Rhe, 
<< ſeveral at Oleron-- Saw ſeven at Rochelle eight Days 


© ago—Water over againſt Fouras at half Cannon- } 


« ſhot four F athom—Many Batteries on the Coaſt— 

Some Sand, but moſt muddy—Ifle de Rh? good 
= landing—Sand at Flat near the Shore.” 

' Major-General Conway added, if this was the ſame 
Man (which he could not pretend to affirm) the Man 
was fometimes clear, and ſometimes very indiſtin&. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Clerk ſaid, the Man gave him an 
indiſtinct Account about the Bicch; and believes it 
to be the ſame Man. 

Captain William Hamilton being called upon, at the 
Deſire of Lieutenant- Colonel Clerk, ſaid, he heard 
Lieutenant-Colonel Clerk aſk the Man many Queſtions, 
and amongſt others particularly as to the Side next the 
River, whoſe Anſwer was, Every Thing remained 1 in 
the ſame Situation as before, and open. ; 
Sir John Mordaunt obſerved, that Bonean, (if it is 
the ſame) was examined almoſt a whole Day before 
the Council, and he was ſo very indiſtinct and un- 
ſatisfactory, that the Council was quite out of Pa- 
tience with him. 

Lieutenant· Colonel Clerk deſired leave to retinarks, 
that though one cannot expect to have any diſtinct or 
ſatisfactory Account from a Fiſherman, or any com- 
mon Man, in regard to a Fortification, and that one 

muſt even look for Contradictions in ſome Things, 
yet one may depend for a particular Circumſtance up- 
on a Man of that Kind, 1057 nigh as much as upog 
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Jong aſked, by deſire of Major-General Cornwallis, 
when he had collected what paſſed, whether he ac- 


3 ; quainted the Commander in Chief of the Engliſh Forces 


with that Converſation ? 
Anſwered, He did acquaint Sir John Mordaunt 


: with it the next Day in the Morning (being the 27th, 
the Day before the Order for Landing) and Major 


General Conway likewiſe, when they were walking at 
the Top of the Donjeon over the Gateway in the Iſle 
of Aix, 1 mentioned particularly, that he had paſ- 
Ted the Day with the People of the Fort, and parti- 
cularly with the Engineer, on Purpoſe to examine 
him with regard to Rochefort; and that he had con- 
firmed every Thing he, Lieut. Colonel Clerk, had 
aid: And remembers particularly Sir John Mor- 
daunt's Anſwer, That no Credit could be given to 
what a French Engineer ſaid on that Subject; and 
aſked, if he was in that Situation, whether he would 
have explained any thing on ſuch a Subject? His 


Anſwer to Sir John Mordaunt was, Different 
Mien had different Characters for his Part he be 


lieved him.” - 
Sir Jahn Mordaunt ſaid, he remembers Lieut, Col. 


| Clerk's acquainting him with this Circumſtance of the 


Engineer, and his making that Obſeryation upon it. 
Major General Cauway deſited, it might be ob- 


ſetved, that his two Propoſals came on that very Day, 


and the Council was called that Night, which came 
to the Reſolution of Landing. He added, that he 
22 the Engineer, but without getting any thing from : 


5 him. 


Sie Jobn Mordaunt faid, . 


5 Nethercote rightly yeſterday, the Engineer told him 
Quite the reverſe; — and Lieut. Nethercote, of the 


Royal Regiment of Artillery, being thereupon queſ- 
tioned, ſaid, That he did ſpeak 4 the Engineer at 
the Ille of Aix, but had no particular Converſation 
with him about the Ditch at Rochefort, or the Place; 


but the Engineer gave him prevaricating Anſwers, 
| $962 * did not __- to n with him. 
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1401 Colonel Clerk being aſked, at Major Genes 
ral Conway's Deſire, Whether he offered, or hinted | 
at any Conſideration to the Engineer ? 3 
Anſwered, No, never any; he induſtriouſly avoided | 
that; but explained, that in Diſcourſe he entered in- 
to their Affairs, thinking thereby to make them more 
free and open; and finding the Engineer, and one 
or two others, were likely to be ruined, unleſs they 
were ſoon releaſed, he promiſed to uſe his 1 
A et them releaſed, as ſoon as they came to Eng- 
ud. 
9. Did the Engineer give any other bee In- 
formation about Troops, or otherwiſe? | 
A. No; he once threw it out to them, but he 
found, they ſhunned it. 
pe Did he aſk the Engineer concerning the Troops 
after the Information given him 1 in regard to Roche- 2x 
ort ? g 
A A. What he aſked as to the State of their Troops | 
was, to the beſt of his Knowledge, after the Informa- 
tion given him in regard to Rochefort; but the En- 
gineer 8 giving an Anſwer, upon which he 
dropped it 
Being aſked by the Board, whether. he knows any 
thing of the Senn of F ort Fouras towards the 
_ Anſwered, It appears by his N he never had 
fron: the Fort; and at the Council of War he told 
them, he had then never ſeen the Land-ſfide of it. 
9, Did he ſee any Obſtruftion to landing the 
Troops i in, the Bay of 'Chatelailloy ? | 
A. None; when he reconnoitred with Major Ge- 
neral Conway on the 29th ; for he does not reckon the 
Cannon en barbette upon the high Bluff Point of Cha- 
telaillon any Obſtruction. at all, as the Captains of the 
mo of War had remarked in their Report of the 
24t by | 
9. (By Defire of Major General Conway.) Did he 


bear him make his Report to Sir John Mondaunt 2. 


A. He heard a good deal of it; he thinks not 
. bv wmqIõ Oo 


1561. 
the whole, but believes it to have been conformable 
fo what he has now ſaid. _ 
Does he remember the Fort, or Cannon, upon 

the high Ground, on the other Side of the Fort 
Fouras ck 

A. He did not obſerve it himſelf; he knows Major 
General Conway mentioned it. | 

9. (From the Board.) If Fort Fouras could not be 
| taken, what Method would he have taken to ſecure 
1 4 Retreat? | 
A. By making a an Intrenchment at Chatelaillon to 
ſecure the two new Battallions, which he underſtood 
were to have been left there. 
Sir Jobn Mordaunt, after remarking that theſe _ 
two Battallions conſiſted intirely of new-raiſed, raw, 
mand undiſciplined Men, defired Lieut. Colonel Clerk 
might be aſked, If an able Engineer had been at 
Nocbefort, with a ſufficient Number of Men and Tools, 
how long would he have been in making the Open- . 
ing ſpoken of equally ſecure againſt a Coup de Main 
with the reſt of the Works? 
To which he anſwered, That it is very diffcult to 
aſcertain any thing of that Kind with Preciſion, and 
EF that no Concluſion can be drawn from what may be 
done; for what may be done, very ſeldom by done —— 
even in France. 
2 (As the Dejire of Major General 9 ) What 
Time it would take ro throw up an Intrenchment of 
+ a firong Profil in that yielding Sort of Ground, ſuch 
as he threw up in the Iſle of Wight, with as ny 5 
Hands, as could be employed? 5 
A. Though this depends very much upon the 
Nature of the Ground, ſo that ſometimes a particu- 
lar Spot takes double the Time of what a moſt able 
Engineer could determine at firſt (the particular Caſe 
of the Lines thrown up at the Iſland at the Entrance 
of Portſmouth, by Captain Demere, having taken him 


five Times more Time than he expected) as for the - 


Entrenchment thrown up in the Ile of Wight, he be- 
_ it 4 gy be thrown up Jn A 9 and half, or 
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perhaps even in a Day, with as many Hands 20 
could be employed upon it. 

9, Does he not think that Ditches and che moraſs f 
Ground would be an additional a at the . 
ing of Rochefort? 8 | 
A. To be ſure they would. 

2; Were there not Ditches already cut, that would 
be an Impediment ? Ek | a | 
„ 
| 9. Does he not think Moon-light Nights — 
be a great Impediment to an Aſſault? 
A. Believes the Moonlight could be no ſuch Im- 
pediment, as to hinder the Place from being carried 
in a couple of Hours. 

D, (From the Board) If, contrary to his Expetta- 
tions, Rochefort had been too ſtrong to have been 
taken by a Coup de Main, could not the Store-houſes 
and Magazines have been burnt by throwing of Cary. 
kaſſes and red hot Balls? 

A. Undoubtedly, by Carkaſſes and Shells one 
| might-deſtroy a great many of the Stores; but to do 
it in any tolerable degree, would require five times 
the Number of what they had with them; and that 
ſuch a Method would 1 take up Time, and 


> there would likewiſe be great difficulty in bringing 


up ſufficient Stores for that Purpoſe to the Place. 
Major General Conway deſired leave to produce a 


Minute of an Examination of a French Priſoner taken 1 


before Sir John Meordaunt, which was read, vix. 
« Pierre Girard de Rocbefort, Sailor, who ſays, 
® they have worked at Rochefort this Fortnight paſt 

“that he has ſeen new Works; that they had work» 

ted at the Ditch and at Souterrains.” | 

At Sir Jobn Mordaunt's Deſire, who ſaid he had 

lately received Information of a Letter found in the 

Iſle of Aix, the Poſtcript whereof he conceived mate- 

rial, as it ſhews Precautions were taken at Rochefort, 

Mr. John Eiſer, Engineer, produced a Letter as found 

by him in a Room belonging to a Prieſt in the Ile 

of Aix, without Cover or Superlcr! pron, the Day _ 4 

E 
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the Fort was taken, dated, 4 Rochefort ce 18,” (the 
Month and Year not ſpecified) the Poſtſcript where- 
of is as follows. —** Je vous prie d aſſurer Monſieur 
„Madame le Comte de mon reſpect; il conjecture 
. * que la Saiſon eſt trop avance pour 'que les ennemies en- 
« treprennent rien ſur nos Coftes, mais la precaution de 
*  Monfieur le Gauverneur men eft pas moins bonne.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Clerk ſaid, That beſides the Par- 
ticulars he has before-mentioned, he met with another 
Oireumſtance that confirmed him in his Opinion 
about Rocbefort, and that before he left England. 
which is a Relation of the Port of Rochefor:, printed 
It 1732. That Book gives a very clear Account 


boy it comes to be in the Condition he has repreſent- 


esd. Colbert, who was Prime Miniſter of the Fin- 
mes, intended, that there ſhould be nothing but a 
Fimple Wall round Rochefort, that no Garriſon of re- 
| Har Froops might be put in it, on purpoſe to pre- 
vent Diſputes between Land and Sea Officers. The 
© Governor built a Rampart in the fame Form as he 
© ſuppoſes the fimple Wall was intended; that is to ſay, 
Wien Redans, than which nothing can be more ab- 
+ ford. Sig nellai diſgraced the Governor upon that Ac- 
unt; tho' the Author takes his Part, and ſays, he 
followed the Plan of an Engineer. N 
Sir Jobn Mordaunt begged leave to refer to an Ex- 
© amination taken by his Secretary Captain Richard 
E Davenport, of Pierre Girard, Mariner, one of the 
French Priſoners, which being produced by the faid 
= Captain Davenport, was read as follows.“ Pierre 
* Girard, Mariner, ſays, That he is well acquainted 
irh Rockefort, and was thereon the '20th; that 
* there is a Ditch round the Place, of which two 
Thirds are full of Water, and the other Third may 
«be filled at pleafure ; that the Avant Guard is for- 
tied and defended by a fafcine Battery of ſeveral 
Fpieres of Cannon Juft finiſhed,” . 
Nobert Boyd, Efq; Comptrolter of the Train, by 
|  direRtion of the Board, laid before them an 9 | 
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_ zers, Mortars, and Stores furniſhed from the Ordnance 
for this Expedition. | 


formed, or any Charge laid, is a Proceeding not | 


| [ 59 © 8 J 
count of the Proportion of Braſs Ordnance, Howit- 


Sir Jobn Mordaunt then addreſſed himſelf to the 
Board as follows, 
I am conſcious of having done my utmoſt to the 
<« beſt of my Judgment for his Majeſty's Service in 
ce the Conduct of this Expedition; and I have ſub- 
emitted myſelf voluntarily and readily to this Ex- 
« amination. I deſire no Favour or artiality, and 

I know I ſhall have the moſt exact Juſtice in the 

% Report this honourable Board will make. f 
I apprehend, that an Inquiry into the whole | 

Conduct of an Expedition, without any Accuſation | 


* quite common; and however free from Guilt a | 
«© Man may feel himſelf, there are few who can ſtand 4 
e ſo ſtrict an Examination. , | 
There is nothing but the mak Opinion I have 
both of the Juſtice and Candour of this Board, | 
could make me eaſy in ſuch a Situation. 1 
<< I therefore hope you will be indulgent. to my j 
« Errors; but I deſire no Mercy for Guilt or known Þ 
6 Diſfobedience, and with theſe Sentiments I ſubmit 
„ myſelf to the Court.” $ 
No Perſon having any thing farther to offer, all 
Parties were directed to withdraw,—wben the Board 
proceeded to take the whole Matter before them into 
Conſideration ; and after fome Time, 4 
Adjourned to Thurſday aa! at 11 x 0'Clock i in the | 
| boar orgs | li 


At a decking of the ſaid General Officers, We, | 
(purſuant to Adjournment) on T "Pur ſaay the 7th of 
November 1737. | 
© The Board took into farther Conſideration the ſeve= | 
rat Matters before them relative to the Failure of the 
late Co and came to ſeveral Reſolutions 3 34 


e 4 
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\ Majeſty, and a Draught thereof to be prepared and 
laid before them at their next Meeting. 
ye ee till Monday the 21½ Infant, al 1 1 
Cock in the Forenoon. 


. 
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At a Meeting of the ſaid General Officers, Sc. 


"on Monday the 2 1ſt of November, 17 37. 
The following Report to his Majeſty, prepared 
"agreeable to the Reſolutions of the Board at the laft 


Meeting, e laid before thee, was 1 and 
hgned.... 


4 Wo it. 5275 your Majeſty, - 
* Eo the underwritten. General Officers of the 


| Army, in Obedience to your Majeſty's War- 
now which: bears Date the iſt Day of this preſent 
Month, commanding us ſtrictly to examine into the 
Cauſes of the Failure of the late Expedition to the 
_ Coaſts, of France, and to report a State thereof, as it 

Should appear to us, together with our Opinion there- 
upon, have, at ſeveral Meetings, peruſed and con- 
E- ſidered. your Majeſty's Orders and Inſtructions, as 

| tranſmitted to us by the Right Honourable Mr. 34 
your Majeſty's principal Secretary of State, together 
with ſundry Letters and other Papers therewith tranſ- 
E mitted, and have heard and examined Lieutenant 
"General Sir John Mordaunt, the Commander in 

| Chief of the Land Forces, and other principal Offi- 
Leers employed on the ſaid Expedition, with ſuch 
Witneſſes as either of them deſired, and alſo ſuch 
© other Perſons as ſeemed to us moſt likely to give any 
& material Information; and in order that your Ma- 
jeſty may be fully SHE of every Circumſtance, 
E-which, has appeared in the Courſe of this Inquiry, 
Ve beg Leave to lay before your Majeſty the ter 
of our Examination, as contained in the Minutes of 
gur Proceedings to this our Report annexed: And 

pon the moſt diligent and careful Review of the 

Whole "Matter, * we do, in farther Obedience to your. 

1 e 8 moſt humbly | report to your "ll. 
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us, that there were then, or at any Time after wards, 


1 3 For Þ -- - , 
jeſty the principal Cauſes of the Failure of the faid 
Expedition, as they appear to us, vir. 
It appears, that one Cauſe of the Expedition have 7 
ing failed, is the not attacking Fort Fouras by Sea, 
at the ſame Time that it would have been attacked 
by Land, agreeable to the firſt Deſign, which cer» 
tainly muſt have been of the greateſt Utility towards 
carrying your Majeſty's Inſtructions into Execution. 
It was at firſt reſolved by Sir Edward Hatte (Thier. 
the Pilot of the Magnanime having undertaken the 
ſafe Conduct of a Ship to Fort Fouras for that-Purs; 
poſe) but afterwards laid aſide, upon the Repreſen- 
tation of Vice Admiral Knowles, that the Banfſeur, 
the Ship deſigned for that Service, was on Ground, 
at the Diſtance of between four and five Miles from 
the Shore; but as neither Sir Edward Hawke, nor 
the Pilot, could attend to give any Information upon 
that Head, we cannot preſume to offer any certain 
Opinion thereupon. "25965 
We conceive another Cauſe of the Failure of the 
Expedition to have been, that, inſtead of attempting 
to land, when the Report was received on the 24th 
of September from Rear-Admiral Brodrick and the 
Captains, who had been ſent out to ſound and recan- 
noitre, a Council of War was ſummoned and held on 
the 25th, in which it was unanimouſly reſolved not? 
to land, as the Attempt upon Rochefort was neither 
adviſable nor practicable ; but it does not appear tay 


either a Body of Troops or Batteries on the Shore, 
ſufficient to have prevented the attempting a Deſcent, 
in purſuance of the Inſtructions ſigned by your Mas 
jeſty : Neither does it appear to us, that there were 
any ſufficient Reaſons to induce the Council of Wars 
to believe, that Rochefort was ſo far changed in reſpech 
of its Strength, or Poſture of Defence, ſince the EN 
pedition was firſt reſolved on in England, as to plleey 
vent all Attempts of an Attack upon the Place, mnt 

order to burn and deſtroy the Docks, Magazines 
| = 22 5 e Arſenals, 
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Arſenals, and Shipping, in Obedience to your Ma: 

F Je eſty's Commands. 

And we think ourſelves obliged to FRO. upon the 

ECouncil of War of the 28th of September, that no 
Reaſon could have exiſted ſufficient to prevent the 
Attempt of landing the Troops previous to that Day; 

as the Council then unanimouſly reſolved to land with 
all poſſible Diſpatch. 

WWe beg Leave alſo to make one other Obſervation 1 
that after its being unanimouſly reſolved to land in 
the Councilof War of the. 28th, the Reſolution was 
taken'of returning to England, without any regular 
or general Meeting of the ſaid Council: but as that 
Whole Operation was of ſo inconſiderable a Nature, 
we do not offer this to your Majeſty as a Cauſe of the 
Failure of the Expedition, ſince we cannot but look 

pon the Expedition as having failed, from the Time 

the great Object of it was laid aſide i in the ag, of 

* of the 2 sth. 
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